



Bomb thrown at bus near Balata 

TEL AVTV(Agepa£s) —A fire bomb was thrown at a. parked 
bos ncar a Pali^lmian Jefogce canip in the occupied West Bank, 
caosmg'tittie damage and no injuries, the Israeli military spo- 
kesmen said Friday. The empty bos, which is used to transport 
Arabs towoitmthearea, was parked near a store outside the 
Balaia camp abort 501riIometFes north of Jerusalem when a man 
tossed abxmbtcrr cocktail into the bos’scab Thursday night, the 
spokesman's office said. An investigation' is being onndnri'ed at 
the B aiat a c airo , whereabout 11,500 Palestinians live, the office 
sakL Meanwhile, an International Red Cross (ICSC) senior aff- 
idal, in a rare pub&staiement^ criticised the IsraeHamhorities for 
deporting three Palestinians. Jean Jacques Fiesard, the deputy 
director of the Red Cross’ Israel delegation, said Wednesday’s 
deportations were “completely prohibited” by article 49 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, tfreJerusalcm Post newspaper rep- 
orted. 


Jor 


/; ■ . An indepln? 


ab political daily publi 

ail jwBiijtl jt bju 




ss Foundation 


Italian coalition faces crisis 

ROME (R) — The Italian government lost a vote on its budget 
billon Friday for the second time in two days and political sources 
said it appeared to be heading tor a crisis. An article of the budget 
bill, authorising defence spending during 1986, was rejected by 16 
votes in toe lower house of parliament- On Thursday toe bouse 
also rejected a clause authorising spending on education. The 
sources said that in both cases 50 or more members of the gov- 
ernment parties had either secretly voted against or not attended 
the debate — a sign of the increasing strain within the coalition of 
Christian Democrats, Socialists, Social Democrats, Republicans 
and Liberals. The sources said that growing tension within the 
coalition was coining to a head and the most likely outcome was a 
“managed crisis” in which the government would fall after prior 
agreement that it would be reconstituted with the same parties but 
major ministerial changes. 
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arrives in Amman 


*i AMMAN (Petra) — Sudanese 
Minister of Agriculture Siddiq 
' t Abdeen arrived in Amman cm 
?j Friday on a several. day official 
pl^ishtoJoidrodimngwii£tohewffl 
I take partin a two-day- conference 
i on food security which will be held 
j on Saturday at the Arab Thought 
| Forum.. . . 

: KUbi In Gabon 

- LIBRE VTT J F. (R) — Arab Lea- 

■ goe Secretary-General Chadli 
> Klibi said resumption of dip- 
i lomatic Knits with Israel by some 
; Mack African nations stemmed 

: from an erroneous analysis of the' 
.situation in the Middle East He 
Vtoki reporters on arrival here Thu- 
rsday nigh t for talks with Pre- 
sident Omar ' Bongo: “The sii- 
j ration has not changed.” Most 
i black African states broke with 
: Israel after the 1973 Arab-IsraeK 
war. Mr. KHbi had been asked for 
‘ his views on ZvqzyCoasfs decision 
1 last December to restore full ties - 
; with the Jewish state, toe third 
i black African state- to do so after 
j Zaire and Liberia.' 

Spain names 
I envoy to Israel 

JtfADRID (AP) — The gov- 
• eminent bn Friday named Pfedro 
I Lopez Aguixrebengoa, its current 
, envoy in Greece, as Spains first 
J ambassador to Israel. Following 
toe weekly cabinet meeting, gov- 
1 eminent spokesman Javier Solana . 
i said Isihel had agreed to the nom- 
ination. At the same time, -toe 
government ap p rove d the nom- 

■ matioh of Samuel ijadas ^ Isr- 
aefsa?^iaffiaA^iffMadrid:^p^ 

■ established formal diplomatic rel- 
„ ations with Israel Jan. 17. ‘ - - 
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j Shevardnadze 
| receives message 
front Mubarak 

MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet For- 
! eign Minister Eduard A. She- 
wrdnadze met on Fridinr with 
Egyptian AmbasradorSalaheddin 
Bassaiouny, who delivered a me- 
ssage from Egyptian President 
j Hosm Mubarak, the official news 
agency TASS sakL TASS gave no 
. details erf what it said was a verbal 
; message from Mr. Mubarak to the 
Soviet leadership. The news age- 
ncy said toe Egyptian requested 
Friday's meeting, which it ssrid was 
held in a businesslike atmosphere. 
The two were said to have dis- 
cussed . Middle East affairs, bil- 
ateral relations and the int- 
| ematiobal situation as a whole. 

i Ofl producers plan 
i. jew mission 

: CAIRO (AP) — Oil ministers of 
[ Venezuela, Mexico . and Egypt 
announced on Friday a globe- 
trotting ~ mission by the Latin 
Americans to urge cooperation by 
OPEC and non -OPEC producers 
to brmg order to the world’s cha- 
otic oil market. Venezuelan Oil 
Minister Arturo Hernandez Gri- 
> sand, current chairman of the 
Otganisatiftti of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries, his Mexican 
counterpart Francisco Labastida 
Ochoa and Egypt's oil minister, 
Abdul Hady Kantfil, emerged 
from a meeting of almost two 
hours to announce the Latin unity 
i mission {See related story on page 

i* 
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U.S. vetoes resolution 
denouncing Israel for 

hijacking Libyan plane 

Qadhafi orders air force to intercept 
Israeli airliners within range of Libyans 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; TnmB Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1-50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 
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By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

THE UNITED STATES has vetoed a res- 
olution in the UJSf, Security Council to con- 
demn Israel for hijacking and detaining for 
five hours a Libyan plane last week and Lib- 
yan leader Mnammar Qadhafi on Friday 
ordered the Libyan air force to intercept any 
Israeli airliner within range over the Med- 
iterranean* 

Israel, which was seeking to' “The U.S. veto backing Israeli 
quell a dissent within the gov- ter ror i sm is not the first and wfll 
eminent over Ibeday’s M jacking, not be the last to prove U.S. enm- 
said it was rerouting all incoming ity to the Arabs ” said Damascus 
and outgoing fli gh ts away from Radio, noting that it was the third 
Syrian and. Libyan airspace. U.S. veto this year of resolutions 
Reacting to the'U.S. veto at toe condemning Israel. 

Security Council. Syria said the It was Syria which brought a 
American action “has not snr- complaint before thecouncfl after 
prjsed anyone.” Israeli warplanes pounced on toe 


Libyan executive jet, carrying Syr- 
ian and Lebanese po liticians from 
Tripoli to Damascus, and forced it 
land at an Israeli a irstrip . 

“The UJS. veto to prevent con- 
demnation of Israeli terrorism and 
U-S. collusion with Israeli agg- 
ression and expansionism has not 
surprised anyone,” Damascus 
Radio said on Friday. 

“This scandalous stance proves 
that the Israeli piracy is linked to 
the U.S. escalation of tension in 
the region and its feverish att- 
empts politically and militarily to 
subjugate the Arab Nation ," it 
said. 

Speaking before the vote late 
Thursday at the Security Council, 
- the American delegate, Vernon 
Walters, said the U.S. deplored 
the Israeli seizure and detention of 

(Continued on page 3) 

World fnWfcww mnrfpmmrtinn of 
Israeli piracy, page 2 


Lebanese chief of staff calls on 
army to stay out of conflict 


T he Lebanese 

General Mahmoud ' Tayy Abu 
Dngham, on Friday called on the 
divided military to poll outotpos- 
itioos.oo sectarian battiefronts in 
and aioOndBeimt to avert "imm- 
inent disaster.” 

“We call on our .brofoers- 
in-arms, headed' by chit army 
commander, on members of toe 
military council and on army per- 
sonnel to work together in order 
to neutralise the anny and to pre- 
vent forcing it into political con- 
flicts.” Gen. Abo Dirgham, a 
Druze, told a news conference in 
west Beirut. 

The chief of staff, reading from 
a statement, called on units in the 
Christian heartland in action aga- 
' inst Syrian-backed leftist imTrtias 
“to withdraw from internal battle 
fronts for the good of everyone.” 

The army commander, General 
Michel Aonn, a Maronite Cat- 
holic, has beat trying to keep toe 
army neutral as the Syrian-backed 
forces seek to force President 
Amin Gemayel, also a Maronite, 
' to. resign. Mr. Gemayel refuses. 

The mainly Christian units are 


> the 5th, 6th. 9th and ^ airborne 
• bngadesr ; cdmpiiiIUE' Some 

l 10,000 men with U 5. -supplied 
M-48 tanks. The 5th is based in 
the strategic mountaintop town of 
i Souq A1 Ghaib, 14 kilometres 

■ southeast of Beirut. 

The town, ringed by gmmers of 
• the Progressive Socialist Party 
r (PSP), commands the roads lea- 
ding to President GemayePs pal- 

■ ace in Baabda, eight kilometres 
r east of toe capital. 

The withdrawal of those four 

- brigades would strip Mr. Gemayel 
of his main military force at a time 
when he is under mounting pol- 
itical pressure to step down. 

i PSP leader Wahd Junblatt and 
Shf ite leader Nabih Beni have 
both warned in recent days that 
they were ready to “use toe miJ- 
itary option” to unseat Mr. Gem- 
ayel if political efforts failed. 

I Mr. Gemayel, 44, told reporters 

- rai Thursday at his hilltop palace 
r that he will not step down until his 
1 six-year term expires in Sep- 
t tember, 1988. 

, Gen. Abu Dirgham made his 
appeal at the news conference in 
i the Ministry of Tourism in west 


Attas denies any East 
bloc role , in Aden coup 


KUWAIT (AP) — Heider Abu 
Baker A1 Attas, who was app- 
ointed interim president by toe 
new leadership in South Yemen, 
was reported on Friday as denying 
any involvement by the Soviet 
Union or any Warsaw Pact mem- 
ber country in toe recent bloody 
events in toe country. 

In his first interview with an 
Arab newspaper since he came to 
power two weeks ago, Mr.. Attas 
also fold Kuwait’s daily A1 Anba'a 
“investigations so for did not 
prove the involvement of any 
other foreign power, whether 
Arab or non- Arab, and when such 
evidence is available we wiD make 
it public.” 

Mr. Attas indicated in toe int- 
erview that the new government 
believed there had been foreign 
involvement on the side of toe 
ousted President AH Nasset Moh- 
ammad. 

“The. planning and, imp- 
lementation of AH Nasser’s coup 
were beyond his local cap- 
abilities," Mr. Attas said. The new 
leaders have maintained that they 
took control in fighting whkfteru- 
pted when Mr. hfohammad tried 



Bfeidar Abo Bafcar A1 Attas 
huge amounts of money came 
from the Americans,” Mr. Saleh 
Mohammad told a press con- 
ference. He also said the new reg- 
ime had “information that Ame- 
rica is supporting AHNasser Moh- 
ammad and his dkjue to cany out 
subversive activities” against 
South Yemen. 

Mr. Attas described as “Wes- 
tern media propaganda” the rep- 
orts about the intervention of Sov- 
iet forces in support of the rebels 
in. the course of the 12-day fig- 


to physically liquidate his rivals hting that led them to power in 
within toe ruling Yemen Socialist Aden (U.S.. ■ suggests Soviet, 
Party (YSP). ' Cuban role in coop, page 2). 

The statement ef Mr. Attas con- Mr. Attas described as “eto- 


memberof toe new regime, Salem 
Saleh Mohammad who oh Tue- 


finahdng Mr. Mohammad and 
instigating the civil war. . 

“We love information 'that 


Cuban role hi coup, page 2>- 
Mr. Attas described as “gro- 
undless” reports which said that 
the former prft faripnt massing 
forces to regain control of toe 
country. “AH Nasser left South 
Yemen once and for all, a few' 
hours after he carried out his Wo- 
ody coop on Jan; 13.” 


j^irut Mjwal^flft^re®erabat- , 
fled with rocket^propdled gre-. 
nades and automatic weapons 
along toe nearby green line. 

Police said at least four civilians 
were wounded in the exchange. 
The fighting forced file anny to 
dose all the green line crossings 
linking the mainly Christian east 
side and toe predominantly Mus- 
lim west. 

Gen. Abo Dirgham noted : “We 
are sure that our appeal aims at 
saving the country and its civilians 
from an imminent disaster and 
thwi miking toe choking crisis that 
is about to demolish our. lives, 
hopes and destiny.” 

The news conference was held 
after Gen. Abu Dirgham had met 
with senior army officers behind 
closed doors in the ministry, sea- 
led off by troops in the street. 

Reuter adds: Closure of the Beirut 
crossings also prevented the Sovi- 
et and Chinese ambassadors att- 
ending a meeting with Mr. Gem- 
ayel of representatives of the five 
permanent members of toe U.N. 
S ecurity CtaunriU. 

Botha 

rebukes 

foreign 

minister 

CAPE TOWN (R) — President 
P.W. Botha publicly rebuked his 
foreign minister on Friday for say- 
ing a black might one day be pre- 
sident of South Africa. 

He also partially lifted a state of 
emergency imposed on some 
areas of the country last year to 
curb anti-apartheid protests, 
while white opposition leader 
Frederik van zyl Slab be rt ann- 
ounced his resignation, expressing, 
frustration with government pol- 
icies. 

Mr. Botha’s reprimand to For- 
eign Minister Pik Botha after a 
surprise cabinet meeting Friday 
morning came amid signs of a wid- 
ening rift between reformists and 
hard-line white supremacists 

Pik Botha told foreign cor- 
respondents on Thursday at a bri- 
efing that one day a black might be 
president of South Africa pro- 
vided file righ ts of whites and 
other minorities were protected. 

“Any speculation about future 

presidents is purely tiletkal, , ' 

President Botha told toe white 
chamber of parliament. “No 
member of toe cabinet has any 
right to compromise the party in 
such a way." 

Pik Botha’s comments on Thu- 
rsday were prominently reported 
in the local media and caused a 
furore Aiwvng members of the 
government, politicians said. 


Crown Prince returns home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
High n ess Crown Prince Hassan 
returned home on Friday after a 
working visit to Switzerland and 
Britain during which he met with 
senior officials of the Int- 
ernational Committee of Red 
Cross, and toe International Lab- 
our Organisation (ELO) and Bri- 
tish Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher and a number of senior Bri- 
tish officials. 

The Crown Prince was received 
upon arrival by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid, Chief Isl- 
amic Justice Sheikh Mohammad 
Mheilan, Royal Court Secretary 
General Rajai A1 Dajani, the Bri- 
tish charge d'affaires in Amman 
and a number of senior officials. 


In an arrival statement. Prince 
Hassan told Jordan Television 
that the next stage of a pre- 
ferential agreement between Jor- 
dan and the European Com- 
munity is currently being dis- 
cussed. The stage derives its imp- 
ortance from the fact that it con- 
siders Jordan as an advanced cen- 
tre for maintenance and a centre 
for industrial quality in various fie- 
lds, such as rfiemirai industries, 
communications and electronics, 
he said. 

Prince Hassan added that there 
is also a dialogue between Europe 
and the Gulf Cooperation Cou- 
ncil. The Crown Pnnce expressed 
hope that Jordan wiD be the cen- 
tral point in this industrial and sci- 
entific investment bridge between 


Jordan and the Gulf council on 
one side and Europe on the other, 
so that it can play specific roles, as 
defined during his talks with the 
British Trade Ministry and off- 
icials of the Bank of England and 
specialised British instoutions. 

Prince Hassan said that British 
delegations wil] arrive in Jordan 
during the next few days to follow 
up on this subject. The chairman 
of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce trill head a delegation to 
Jordan in April for follow up. Pri- 
nce Hassan said. 

Speaking about the timing of 
the visit. Prince Hassan said the 
visit coincided with the final tou- 
ches to the Jordan's five-year-plan 
( 1 986-1 990) which will focus on a 
new and qualitative work. 


Arafat 

leaves 


Duvalier flees Haiti; France 
provides temporary asylum 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agencies) 
— President Jean-Caude Duv- 
alier fled Haiti on Friday turning 
over power to a military-civilian 
panel and France said it would 
allow the toppled leader to stay in 
its territory en route to another 
country. 

AP quoted informed sources as 
saying Mr. Duvalier was frying 
Friday to Grenoble airport and 
was expected to land later Friday. 

The sources said Mr. Duvalier, 
with some 20 people in his ent- 
ourage, was to stay in the Gre- 
noble region in southeast France 
until a country willing to grant him 
permanent refuge is found. 

In the Haitian capital, a che- 
ering crowd of thousands gathered 
at the presidential palace as word 
spread of Mr. Duvalier’s dep- 
arture; which fb&nring months of 
anti-government protests in his 
inrooverished Caribbean country. 

The crowds danced, sang and 
screamed with joy. They lifted 
passing soldiers onto their sho- 
ulders, mobbed jeep-loads of tro- 
ops to try to pat them on the back, 
and shouted “vive rarmee” (long 
live the army), leaving no doubt 
that they believed the army had 
persuaded Mr. Duvalier to leave. 

Mr. Duvalier, his wife Michelle, 
their four children and a large 
group of relatives were spirited 
out of the country at 3:46 am. 
aboard a UJS. Air Force C-141 
transport plane. 

It marked toe end of 28 years of 
iron-fisted rule of Haiti by the 
Duvalier family, first by Francois 
“Papa Doc" Durolier, men by his 
sonJean-Claude, known as “Baby 
Doc." 

In Washington, the U.S. gov- 



Jean-Claude Duvalier 
eminent said it had cooperated in 
getting Mr. Duvalier out of file 
country in response to requests 
from the Haitian president and toe 
French government. It also said it 
believed Mr. Duvalier’s decision 
to leave was toe right one. 

The six-man military-civilian 
commission which took control in 
Haiti, the poorest country in the 
Western hemisphere, cut all 
communications with the outside 
world shortly before Mr. Duvalier 
left. 

The commission, calling itself 
toe National Cound) of Gov- 
ernment (Conseil National e du 
Gouvemement), is headed by an 
army colonel, Henry Namphy, 
who is the council's president. 

Duvalier’s departure was not 
announced publicly, and most 
Haitians learned of it several 
hours later by word of mouth, 
mainly from foreign journalists. 

The news brought carnival-like 
scenes to Port-au-Prince. The cel- 
ebratiods outside the presidential 
palace started with only a few 


hundred people, who cheered as 
troops lowered Mr. Duvalier' s 
black-and-red flag from the pal- 
ace roof and replaced it with a new 
flag, a tri-colour red, white and 
blue. 

A 21-gun salute was fired and 
the six-man governing com- 
mission walked down toe palace 
steps to pose for photographers. 

The crowd quickly swelled to 
thousands, chanting “a bas Mac- 
outes" (down with the Maooutes), 
the much-feared “Tontons Mac- 
outes” militia which had helped 
keep Mr. Duvalier and his father 
in power since 1957. Both men 
had held toe title of president- 
for-life. 

Many of the celebrants made it 
dear they wanted revenge against 
the Tonton Maooute for years of 
tenor tactics. No militiamen were 
visible in the streets Friday mor- 
ning, where only a few hours bef- 
ore they had patrolled in force, on 
foot and in unmarked cars. 

The crowds burst into creole 
songs and even a deafening and 
moving version of “auld lang 
syne” as the soldiers guarding the 
palace laughed and waved. 

“He’s gone, he’s gone," the 
crowds chanted in creole, and 
“Long live Gonaives,” a reference 
to the provincial town where toe 
first public anti-Duvalier protests 
erupted last November. 

Youths stood on their heads, 
shaking their legs in glee, while 
others jumped and wriggled in 
sheer delight as cars and pick-up 
trucks raced through city streets, 
packed with men and women wav- 
ing and making V-for- victory 
signs. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLQ) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat left Amman 
on Friday after a 20-day visit dur- 
ing which he led a high-level PLO 
delegation to talks with His Maj- 
esty King Hussein and senior Jor- 
danian officials on Jordan-PLO 
joint efforts for peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

The talks failed to produce a 
breakthrough after the PLO ref- 
used to accept U.N. Security Cou- 
ncil Resolutions 242 and 338 as 
the basis for negotiations with Isr- 
ael under an international con- 
ference. The PLO turned down an 
American "compromise pro- 
posal” proriding for . the org- 
anisation's acceptance of the two 
resolutions in return for a seat in 
the proposed international con- 
ference. Instead, the PLO insisted 
that its acceptance of 242 and 338 
should be coupled with a dear 
American endorsement of the 
Palestinian people's right to self- 
determination. 

During his stay here. Mr. Arafat 
held several rounds of talks with 
the King and Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai. On Thursday Mr. Rifai rec- 
eived at his home the PLO cha- 
irman and two of his senior aides. 

A PLO bulletin said on Friday 
there was nothing new in latest 
United States proposals to revive 
Middle East peace moves. 

The bulletin' said the proposals 
contained nothing new "com- 
pared with the previous ones 
which the PLO had rejected as 
unacceptable." 

Washington’s new idea exp- 
ressed consent, in prindple, to 
convening an international Mid- 
die Fa st conference to be attended 
by non-PLO Palestinians, pro- 
vided the PLO recognised Res- 
olutions 242 and 338, the bulletin 
said. 

PLO trims expenses 

In another development. Reu- 
ter quoted a senior PLO official as 
saying that the PLO will trim its 
expenditures in the face of a S100 
million deficit. 

Jaweed A1 Ghussein. chairman 
of the Palestine National Fund 
(PNF). told Reuters the defidt 
was due to the delay in payment of 
Arab contributions totalling S250 
million allotted to the PLO by an 
Arab summit held in Baghdad in 
1978. 

Mr. Ghussein said only Saudi 
Arabia was fulfilling its com- 
mitments both to the PLO and to 
the joint JordanJaa-Paiestinian 
steadfastness committee. 


Initial poll results indicate Marcos-Aqumo seesaw 


MANILA (Agencies) — Uno- 
fficial results trickling in from Fri- 
day’s bitterly fought election bet- 
ween President Ferdinand Marcos 
and Corazon Aquino showed 
them locked in a seesaw battle. 
But the government- run tel- 
evision said Mr. Marcos was hea- 
ding for a landslide victory. 

The election took place amid 
widespread reports of fraud and 
intimidation. The government 
said nine people were killed in ele- 
ction violence. 

A military “red alert,” due to 
run out at midday, was extended 
indefinitely to deal with violence 
and cheating. Under the action, all 
200,000 members of toe mihtaiy 
were put in the highest state of 
readiness. 

In returns from only 10 of the 


nation’s 86,036 precincts, Mrs. 
Aquino was leading 1,056 to 866. 
acrordingto the Philippine News 
Agency (FNA). 

Minutes later, the agency rep- 
orted that in five precincts in Dag- 
upan chy, 160 kilometres north of 
Manila, Mr. Marcos received 
2,023 votes and Mrs. Aquino 
zero. 

Results in the vice presidential 
race between ruling party member 
Arturo Tolentino and opp- 
ositionist Salvador Laurel were 
similar. 

The figures were unofficial and 
came from a tiny portion of the 
nation’s polling places. 

A news reader on the state-run 
televiskm’s Channel 4 said: "Pre- 
sident Marcos has taken an early 
commanding lead and appears to 


be beading for a landslide victory 
with 88 to 90 per cent of the poll.” 

But the PNA said shortly aft- 
erwards that these figures referred 
only to partial returns from Leyte' 
province in the central Phi- 
lippines. 

None of the several agencies 
trying to count the votes uno- 
fficially had an overall tally as of 
three hours after the 3 pm. (0700 
GMT) poll dosing. A conclusive, 
official commission on election 
count was not due until Monday. 

It was one of the nation’s most 
crucial elections ever, a bitter con- 
test between Mr. Marcos, ruler for 
20 years, and Mrs. Aquino, widow 
of the president’s mam rival. 

Turnout was reported heavy 
among the nation's 26 million vot- 
ers, with many voters still lined up 


as polls were to close. Many stayed 
open late. 

U.S. and other foreign obs- 
ervers were scattered across the 
country, with only an official U 5. 
government delegation legally 
allowed inside polling places. 

The National Movement for 
Free Elections (Namfrel), a voL 
unteer citizen's watchdog's group 
trying to make a parallel quick 
assessment of votes with the gov- 
ernment commission, said it had 
abandoned attempts to monitor 
polling in many areas because of 
what they called intimidation by 
members of Mr. Marcos' ruling 
new society movement (KBL). 
Namfrel Chairman Jose Con- 


Thatcher denies bribery 
charges in Westland affair 


among the nation's 26 million vot- ceprion said: “It’s a fouhrp... I 
ers. with many voters still lined up think th ey’ve double-crossea us.” 

Spanish admiral buried 
amid outcry over killings 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher moved swiftly 
to defuse a new sensation in toe 
Westland affair on Friday by per- 
sonally denying that any member 
of her government offered a kni- 
ghthood to bribe a millionaire bus- 
inessman. 

Alan Bristow, biggest private 
shareholder in the Westland hel- 
icopter firm, alleged on television 
he was offered the honour if he 
would stop “embarrassing” the 
government with his opposition to 
an American rescue or toe ailing 


Mr. Bristow said the offer came 
from two peers —members of the 
House of Lords. Since all honours 
are in the gift of the prime min- 
ister, his allegation was seen as a 
potential bombshelL 
With newspaper headlines on' 
Friday proclaiming “Tory bribe 


sensation” Mrs. Thatcher issued a 
denial stating: “No member of the 
government, nor anyone acting an 
its behalf, has made any offer of an 
honour to Mr. Bristow... 

“No approach has been made to 
me that any such offer be con- 
sidered. I should have dismissed 
any such approach out of hand as a 
total abuse of the honours sys- 
tem." 

Mr. Bristow said the peers, 
whom he refused to name, made 
the offer at an “eyeball- 
to-eyebafl” meeting on toe eve of 
a crucial shareholders’ meeting 

In die event Mr. Bristow used 
his 15 per cent holding to block 
the American rescue package 
from the Sikorsky and FIAT 
firms. 

Donbts cast on Thatcher’s bid for 

rejection, page 4 


MADRID (R) — Spanish Vice- 
Admiral Cristobal Colon de Car- 
vajal and his driver were buried 
here on Fricfy against a backdrop 
of protests against their suspected 
Basque separatist killers. 

Officials said the guerrillas sel- 
ected their target because his 
name translates in En g lish Chr- 
istopher as Cblumbs. 

Colon de Carvajal, 61, duke of 
Veragua and la Vega, was the 19th 
direct descendant of the dis- 
coverer of America and as such 
had the tide of admiral and first 
explorer of tile Indies. 

_ His aide. Major Antonio Rod- 
riguez Tourbe, was recovering in 
hospital from serious wounds suf- 
fered in Thursday’s hand grenade 
and sub-machmegun attack in 
central Madrid. 

Officials blamed toe precision 
ambush on toe ETA (Basque 


Homeland and Freedom) which 
killed 37 people last year in its 
18- year-o Id war for an 1 ind- 
ependent Basque state. 

King Juan Carlos' father, Don 
Juan Count of Barcelona, pre- 
sided over toe funeral. 

Concern over unrest within die 
armed forces, which had gradually 
died down since an abortive 1981 
coup, resurfaced in toe press and 
parties across the political spe- 
ctrum strongly condemned the kil- 
lings. 










- Middle East news 


Iraqi aircrafts launch 
another raid on Kharg 


2nd SLA 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi warplaries on Fri- 
day raided Iran’s Kharg Island oil terminal and an 
unidentified ship off Iran’s Gulf coast to “shatter die 
artery feeding tile aggression,” a military spo- 
kesman said. 


The spokesman, reading a 
communique on the state radio, 
said the two separate raids were' 
carded out at 10:50 a.m. 

The raiding Iraqi jets, according 
to the spokesman, scored “direct 
and accurate hits” on Kharg fac- 
ilities and a “large maritime tar- 
get," Iraq's byword for a tanker, 
and returned safely. 

Ihe air activity in the Gulf is the 
first reported by Iraq since Tue- 


dentified -in keeping with reg- 
ulations in force since outbreak of 
the Gulf war in 1980, said that 
Iraq, will maintain siirh a Hariris on 


Kharg Island and ships dealing 
with Iranian ports "until the agg- 


sday when its jet fighters twice 
raided the main oil pumping sta- 


raided the main oil pumping sta- 
tion which feeds the Kharg Island 

te rminal . 

The pumping station at Gan- 
aveh, 45 kilometres north east of 
Kharg, controls the flow of oil 
from all the Ir anian fields to the 
terminal which was originally des- 
igned to handle 90 per cent of 
Iran's crude exports. 

03 industry sources in the Gulf 
confirmed that Ganaveh was rai- 
ded by the Iraqis and said the main 
pumping junction, which directs 
the flow of o3 to Kharg, sustained 
a direct hit in the first Iraqi attack 
against the facility last Jan. 23. 

Iraqi warplanes, last Monday, 
raided the 289,000-tonne Maltese 
supertanker “Tariff” off tile Ira- 
nian coast, setting fire to it No 
.casualties were reported. 

The spokesman, who was uni- 


with Iranian ports "until the agg- 
ressors accept peace." 

Iraq, in February 1984, said it 
wasin^x»ingabIcxil^eOTKha^ 
Island and other Iranian ports 
within a 50-mile radius in the 
north eastern sector of the Gulf 
waterway to throttle the off-based 
Iranian economy and force the 
Tehran government of Ayatollah 
Ruhoflah Khomeini to accept a 
negotiated settlement. 

Meanwhile salvage tugs have 
extinguished a fire aboard the 
Cypnot tanker Avocet, hit by Ira- 
nian missil es in the Gulf, but the 
21,504-tonne ship is likely to be a 
total loss, shipping sources sail 
Friday.* 

Four crewmen were killed and 
at least two injured when two or 
more air-launched missiles cra- 
shed into the Avocet* s acc- 
ommodation section Thursday, 
gutting the superstructure and 
exposing some of the off tanks, 
they said. 

Tugs were now awaiting the 
owners’ instructions on where to 
tow die Avocet, which would pro- 
bably be scrapped, they added. 


The Qatari Navy Thursday plu- 
cked survivors to safety from the 
vessel, about 50 miles east of 
Qatar. 

The official Qatar News Agency 
quoted the Greek captain as say- 
ing that in addition to one con- 
firmed dead and three missing, 
assumed killed, two crewmen 
were seriously wounded and seven 
slightly hurt. 

It did not identify the casualties, 
but said the crew had comprised 
25 TnHan^ nine Greeks, three Sri 
T jwilrans and two Filipino s. 


militiaman 
killed in 
1 week 


U.N. helicopter downed 


The shipping sources said the 

tanker had h ruMi heading in hallflSt 

from Pakistan to the Saudi Ara- 
bian port of Ras Tannurah to toad 
crude for a refinery in Karachi. 


Early reports Thursday said the 
vessel normally carried Ir anian 
crude to a point outside the Gulf, 
but the sources said it had stopped 
that work in favour of the Saudi- 
Pakistan route. 


The attack was launched aro- 
und 0730 GMT in an area of fre- 
quent Iranian attacks. 

“The tanker was around Shah 
Alhim Shoal at daylight. They 
should have known better,” one 
shipping source said. “There’s 
never been one attacked there 
during the hours of darkness.” 
Iran’s last reported attack was 
on Monday, when a missile sla- 
mmed into the 65,259-tonne 
Liberian-registered Noga about 
70 miles east of Qatar.lt had been 
reported carrying Saudi Arabian 
exude towards France. 


U.S. cites reports of Soviet, Cuban 
involvement in South Yemen war 


WASHINGTON (R) —The U.S. 
State Department has said there 
were indications Soviets and Cub- 
ans fought with rebels who ousted 
President Aii Nasser Mohammad 
in 12. days of fierce battles bet- 
ween Marxist factions in South 
Yemen last month. 

It said Soviet involvement app- 
eared to increase as die rebels gai- 
ned the upper hand. 

The State Department had ear- 
lier cited what it described as evi- 
dence that Soviet forces had sided 
with the rebels but in response to 
questions Thursday said there had 
been indications of direct Soviet 
and Cuban involvement in the fig- 
hting. 

A department spokesman cited 
refugees' reports that Cubans had 
been active in logistics support 
and maintenance of equipment for 
the rebel forces. 

“Other reports indicate that the 
Soviets have been involved in 
combat situations in support of 
rebel forces, and may have gone as 


far as directing tank and artillery 
fire or even piloting attack pla- 
nes,” the spokesman said. 

He did not say where these 
reports came from, but' added: 
“While this apparent support for 
the rebels is based on scattered 
and unconfirmed reports, the rep- 
orts do seem to indicate a credible 
pattern of increasing and sig- 
nificant Soviet support for the 
rebel group," the spokesman said. 

Meanwhile the Central Com- 
mittee of South Yemen’s ruling 
Socialist Party Thursday elected 
former local government minister 
Ali Salem A1 Beedh as party 
secretary-general, the Gulf news 
Agency reported. 

The agency was monitoring 
Aden Radio. 

Mr. Beedh replaces ousted Pre- 
sident Ali Nasser Mohammad in 
the top party post. 

Mr. Beedh was one of four sen- 
ior politicians reported to have 
been executed after an alleged 
attempt to overthrow Mr. Moh- 


ammad on Jan. 13, an event that 
triggered the fighting that ended 
with Mr. Mohammad’s ove- 
rthrow. 

Mr. Mohammad, ousted from 
the presidency of South Yemen in 
bloody fighting last month, dis- 
cussed recent events in his country 
with Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad Thursday, tile official Syr- 
ian News Agency said. 

Press reports said he arrived in 
Damascus Wednesday night after 
visits to Ethiopia, Algeria and 
Libya. 

• r,‘j , 

The agency gave no details of 
his visit here but referred to Simas' 
“President Ali Nasser Moh- 
ammad.” 

It also said Mr. Assad received a 
telephone call from South 
Yemen's transitional president, 
Haidar Abu Baler A1 Attas, to 
convey his nation’s condemnation 
of Israel's interception on Tue- 
sday of a Libyan passenger plane 
carrying Syrian officials. 


Turkish official reports 31 deaths in prison 


ANKARA (R) — A military pro- 
secutor said Friday 3 1 people died 
over a four-year period, 14 of 
them by suicide or hunger strike, 
at a controversial prison in south 
east Turkey. 


ained in Diyarbakir Prison who at 
his trial Thursday said 32 inmates 
there had died as victims of torture 
or on hunger strike between 
1981-84. 


The semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency said he was res- 
ponding to a Kurdish militant det- 


Although press reports of hun- 
ger strikes and complaints of ill- 
treatment in Diyarbakir appeared 
at the time, the prosecutor's ann- 


ouncement was the first to confirm 
any deaths. 

Of the 32 people named by the 
Kurdish militant, the prosecutor 
said eight committed suicide and 
six died on hunger strike. Sixteen 
died of natural causes, one death 
was still being investigated and- 
one of the 32 left prison alive, he 
said. 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


World continues condemnation of Israeli air piracy 




TEL AVIV (R) — A soldier in the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia was kille d in 
an ambnsh near Jezzme, Israel 
Radio said. He was the second 
SLA militiaman killed tins week in 
southern Lebanon. 

An SLA soldier was killed near 
Bint Jbeil on Sunday while dis- 
mantiing a booby-trapped Kat- 
yusha rocket launcher. 


AMMAN (Agencies) — More 
countries and world organisations 
have issued condemnations of the 
Israeli air piracy against a Libyan 
plane Tuesday during which 2 air 
force jets forced the plane to land 
in Israel. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Chadfi Kffbi has pro- 
posed meetings of the Executive 
Bureau of foe Arab Transport 
Ministers’ Council and the Gen- 


state terrorism, further agg- 
ravating and complicating the sit- 
uation in the Middle East nas been 
committed,’* Pravda said. 

Arab delegates accused Israel at 
a United Nations meeting in Gen- 
eva of air piracy and flouting int- 
ernational law by forcing down the 
aircraft 

Syrian delegation head AcKb 


and therefore excludes itself from 
the international community. 

“It is precisely this sanction 
which must be applied. Crimes by 
a state wonM threaten, if not sev- 
erely repress e d, to engulf foe 
whole humanity in an endless 
cycle of arbitrariness and ill- 
egality." 


worid pubfac, Agerpres added. 

Jjn Gsechosksvaba; the Slovak 
Communist Party daily Pravda 
said: “Tuesday’s attack of Israeli 
jets on a Libyan airc ra ft which 
fiew in an international air cor- 
ridor, its in t erce pt i o n and forced 
landing at an Israeli military, base 
in an act of licence and ruthless 
banditry which introduces gan- 


Syrian delegation head Adib In Addis Ababa the Org- bamnny wmea, miroroces gan- - 
Daoudy told the U.N. Homan anisation of African Unity (OAU) 111,0 mtemat ® nal { r 

Rights Comnrisskra it would be a condemned Israel for seizing the i iww, a- - 

Hmibbiww orecedent if the int- plane calSngh an act of terrorism. The Poach Ptews. Age- - 


eral Assembly of the Arab Gvfl dangerous precedent if the int- plane calfingftan act of terrorism. 
Aviation Council to dfayffi f Israel ernational community remained ' The OAU, in a statement, exp- 


seizure of the Libyan plane, Arab 
Hi plnmaric SOUTCCS Said. 


silent about Israel's action. 

Mr. Daoudy said Israel and its 


He made foe proposals in tel-' protectors led by the United Sta- 
egramsto the heads of both league tes would became responsible for 


Meanwhile a fun damentalis t 
Muslim militia has freed foe pas- 
sengers and crew of a U.N. hel- 
icopter its fighters shot down over 
South Lebanon in error Wed- 
nesday. 

Lebanese security sources said 
the “Islamic grouping” released 
unharmed foe three-man I talian 
crew and three passengers — two 
Finns and a Swede — shortly after 
midnight in foe southern port of 
Sidon. 

The men, all members of the 
U. N. Int erim Force In Lebanon 
(UNEFIL), were detained for 
eight hours after their helicopter 
was brought down by anti-aircraft 
fire in poor visibility about seven 
kilometres east of Sklon. 

Witnesses said tile craft on a 
flight from Beirut to UNIFIL hear 
dquarters at the southern border 
village of Naqoura, made a forced 
landing, ending upside down near 
the village of Karkha. 

The so, who included the Fin- 
nish battalion chaplain , a gain 
came under fire as they scrambled 
dear of the upturned craft, UNI- 
FIL Spokesman Timor Goksel 
told Reuters. 

The gunmen ceased firing when 
they, made oat tile helicopter's 
U. N. ma rkings and its occnpants’. 
UNIFIL uniforms. 

The mffitianiien are part of a 
coalition of Mnslizn groups bat- 
tling pro-Israeli forces in the area 
and wtrtiw in the day the area bad 
been engulfed in fighting. 

“Normally, not even a bird flies 
over that part of Lebanon,” said a 
U-N- official. 

The pilot told reporters later he 
had switched from foe normal 
route over the sea and headed inl- 
and becafise of a violent storm and 
poor visibility. 

“Butafterfiye minutes we came 
under fife. Several Jxdlets hit the- 
-helicopter*-;— in the fore section, 
.the engine and the battery. We 
were forced to land in open oou- 
ntiy,” he said. 

“Two minutes later, afire broke 
out on board, but the mechanic 
managed to put it out We realised 
we were very lucky to be alive," he 
add^ H. 

The sources said the passengers 
and crew travelled on to Naqonra 
by road after the y were freed in 
the presence of UNIFIL and Leb- 
anese army officers. 

The “Islamic Grouping"” is part 
of an allianoe of Sidon-bascd mil- 
itias confronting the pro-Israeli 
“South Lebanon Army” (SLA) 
rnffitia at fronts lOJakwnetreseast 
of Sidon. 

It said in a statement Wed- 
nesday its men bad fired on the 
UNIFIL helicopter thmiring it 
belonged to foe SLA. 


bodies in coder that a common 
Arab position on the issue could 
be adopted, they added. 

Mr. Khbi has condemned the 
forcing down of the aircraft as an 


threats to dvil aviation thr- 
oughout foe worid. 

Arab delegates raised the issue 
during discQSsion at the annual 
session of the 43-nation Human 


act of piracy violating int- - Rights Commission of an agenda 


ernational law. 

Moscow Thursday issued a 
strong condemnation of the Israeli 
interception, saying it was a ter- 
rorist act contrary to international 
law. The statement, read out to 


item on alleged violations of 
human rights in Arab territories 
occupied by Israel. 


and carried by foe official Soviet 
News Agency TASS, called the 
seizure “nothing less than air pir- 
acy, a cynical encroachment on 
the elementary norms of int- 
ernational law." It said air “ban- 
ditry” was becoming a habit of Tel 
Aviv wfaieft, h said, justified its act- 
tons by claiming to be fighting 
“terrorism. But the true cause of 
v iolence i n the Middle East was 
“terrorism practised by Israel,” 
foe statement said. 

Earlier Thursday, foe Com- 
munist Party daily Pravda den- 
ounced the seizure as air piracy 
supported by Washington. 

The plane was forced to land in 
northern Israel while cm its way 
from Tripoli to Damascus. Israel 
suspected the passengers included 
Palestinian guerrilla leaders but 
found none on board. 

Pravda cited foe Israeli attack 
on foe headquarters of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in Tunisia last September 
and foe mterception by U.S. jets 
of an Egyptian arriiww over the 
Mediterranean three months ago. 

"Now both similarities between 
tile actions of Israel and the USA 
and their cooperation are esp- 
ecially obvious ... another act of 


occupied by Israel. 

Kuwaiti detente. Hassan Ali 
Dabbagh said Israel extended its 
actions beyond the borders erf 
occupied lands, and “violated the 
sovereignty of. a country (Libya) 
hundreds of kilometres away.” 

In Beirut, Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayei, in telephone calls 
to Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad and Libyan leader Mna- 
mmar Qadhafi, condemned Isr- 
ael's interception of the Libyan 
plane, official sources said. The 
sources quoted Mr. Gemayei as 
telling Mr. Assad that Lebanon 
would support Syria in the United 
Nations. 

The sources said that Mr. Gem- 
ayei also called CoL Qadhafi and 
relayed Lebanon’s condemnation 
of foe Israeli action. 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
earlier told Reuters Israel's for- 
cing down of the Libyan jet vio- 
lated international law. 

“Israel creates a worldwide 
uproar over t e rrorism, but ... 
seems to think it can rtplace int- 
ernational law with the law of the 
jungle,” he said. 

In Rabat King Hassan of Mor- 
occo has sent a message to United 
Nations Secretary- General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar denouncing Isr- 
ael's interception of a Libyan 
plane as air piracy. 

The message said: “Israel dis- 
qualifies itself as a de jure state 


ressed “indignation” over the sei- 
zure of the executive jet. 

The pan-African body called on 
the international community to 
join in die condemnation of 
“foe act of terrorism against the 
international dvil aviation, reg- 
ulations.” 

. Pakistan called Israel's int- 
erception an act of piracy and said 

the UK Security Council should 
stop Tel Aviv pursuing an agg- 
ressive path. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said the move was “a serious vio- 
lations of the freedom of civil avi- 
ation and yet another instance of 
terrorism by Israel.” 

In Ankara, Turkish Prime Min- 
ister Tuigut Ozal has accused Isr- 
ael of air piracy is forcing down 
the Libyan jet. 

Hie told reporters after a mee- 
ting of the Turkish cabinet: “This 
is an extraordinary issue ... such 
piracy should not be carried out by 
states,” the Anatolian News Age- 


ncy PAP said Israd had com- 
mitted an act of piracy violating 
one of the basic international laws 
gpfiwgiBtrrffng -air flud maritime 
routes. 

Czechoslovakia’s Foreign Min- 
istry later issued a statement con- 
demning the incident as well as 
recent VS. and Israeli policy to 
the Middle East. 

“This act of air piracy is evident 
violation of the norms of int- 
emattooal law, and an act of state 
terrorism,” it said. . 


In Belgrade non-aHgned Yug- •*, 
oslavia. which has dose economic 
ties with Libya, has condemned 
Israel and said it repr e s en ted a 
“gross terrorist action." 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman, , 
in a statement issued by the Yug- . 
oslav News Agency Tan jug, said 
the Israeli action was a ‘‘flagrant . 
and impermissible violation” of 
the norms of intenratkmal law and 
contributed to straining farther 
the situation in the Middle East * 
and the Mediterranean. 

France' External Relations 
Minis ter Roland Dumas has said •. 
Israel's interception of the Libyan * 


Romania, the only East Bloc 
state which maintains diplomatic 
ties with Israel, joined its Com- 
munist allies in fiercely con- 
demning Israel. 

The official Romanian News 
Agency Agerpres, monitored in 
Vienna, issued a statement saying 
Israel's Interception of foe Libyan 
executive jet defied international 
law. 

“The hijack by Israeli mifitauy 
plane s of a Libyan passenger air- 
craft on its Tripoh-Damascus 
flight, which was forced to land in 
Israel, is an inadmssable act of 
grave violation of international 
norms and con v entions, of int- 
erstate relations,” Agerpres said. 

Commentaries in Romanian. 
dailies had called the incident a 
brazen diregard of international 
law and a provocation against the 


Middfe East. Government Spo- 
keswoman Georgina Dufoix said 
Mr. Dumas tola mink teri att- 
ending a weekly cabinet meeting ■ 
he was concerned over “fob dev- - 
elopment of this affair, which is 
heightening tension in a region 
that didn’t need it.” _ 

Japanese Vice-Foreign Min- ; 
ister Kensuke Yanagiya told a - 
news conference the government 
was deeply concerned tire Israeli . 
move "ought aggravate the pre- 
sent tension in the Midfoe Ea sl” 

In Strasbourg the president of — ■ 
the Council of Europe assembly * 
said the interception of the Libyan a '* 
plane was part of an alarming pro- 
cess of deteriorating relations m 
the Middle East • . 


Paper says U.S. may face 
‘strategic defeat’ in Mideast 


NEW YORK (R) — The United 
.States^ is - threatened with a “&tr- 
, a tegic defeat” over- its failure to 
persuade Egypt to mend ties with 
Israel, the New York Times said 
Friday. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres “had hoped to exploit any 
warmth from Arabs to break up 
his grand Labour-Likud coalition 
and to seek a new mandate for 
himself and for compromise with 
Jordan”- tire newspaper said in an 
editorial. 

“Now it appears that he (Peres) 
will have to keep his pro mi se to let 
Yitzhak Shamir, of the hard -line 
Likud, replace him as Prime Min- 
ister in October,” it said. 

The Times said foe Reagan 
admmbfastkm had faffed “to use 
its influence to arrest tire det- 
erioration in relations between 
Israel and Egypt.” 

It said Israel had got only reb- 
uffs from Egypt even though Egy- 


ptian President- Hosni Mubarak 
jfrjew the damage he-did to Feres 
.aid other ^Israelis: who want to 
build on Camp David. 

“Mr. Mubarak has not even 
sent back die ambassador he wit- 
hdrew to protest the invasion of 
Lebanon,” foe Times said. 

It said that “letting Egypt dis- 
credit the very idea of peace could 
gradually turn a frustrating dea- 
dlock into a strategic American 
defeat.” 

Egypt and Israel will tackle a 
series of differences over their 
Taba border dispute at a meeting 
in Israel next week and hope to 
improve their relations which 
have been soured by tire row. 

Avraham Taxnir, director- 
general of Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres’ office, told rep- 
orters,"; there are differences on 
some issues and we shall try to 
dose the gaps when we meet in 
Israel next week." 


Libya stocked up on U.S. 
spare parts before embargo 

TDTtiArr ro\ ra * 1 . I ihvnn nfffcuile -hntwwr, 


TRIPOLI , (R) -Libya took 
I^-minute contingency measures 
before tire tJJS. economic emb- 
argo came into effect by stocking 


up on spare parts to keep its 
U-S.-maae machin ery r unning , 


u-^.-maae macmneiy running, 
diplomatic sources saiid. 

The sources, who did not wish 
to be identified, said planeloads of 


spare parts were purchased and 
arrived shortly before the trade 


arrived shortly before tire trade 
embargo imposed by President 

Reagan came into effect on Feb. 1 . 

“The Libyans now have spare 
parts to last them eight months,” 
one diplomatic source said. “They 
are also optimistic of chances of 
getting spare parts from other sou- 
, roes if their supply runs out” 

Libya is heavffy dependent on 
U.S. technology for its oil industry 
and major development projects. 
The embargo has made it illegal 
for American companies to trade 
with Libya. 


Libyan officials, however/ ndte 
-that Libya has' weafoerw fee 
storm of previous trade 
and could do so again. 

In 1981, tire United States acc- 
used Libya of "supporting int- ; 
ernational terro rism /* ordered the 
closure of its diplomatic mission in ' 
Washington and announced san- ' 
ctions. 

Most U.S. companies that were 
operating in Libya at tire time 
m a in t a ined their operations for- . 
ough European-based sub- 
sidiaries. 

“Just as we found loopholes in 
the past to escape the American : 
embargo, we will again find some 
in tire future," one Libyan official 
said. 

Libyan leader Mnammar Qad- 
hafi told a press conference in Tri- 
poli last month that his countiy 
bad prepared itself for the eve- 
ntuality of U.S. sanctions by pre- 
paring contingency plans. 
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Master outlines construction 
developments over past 5 years 
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AMMAN (Fetra)‘— Minister of 
PtibSc Works Mahmoud Haw- 
amdeh has -said that -the gov- 
ernment directs special' attention 
to -devdopipg -the construction 
seeftwr hndits related legislation. 
He also said that the government 
- is about to issue a new contract 
laW, will establish an assodatoin 
for contractors and feat it has 
embarked on a study aimed at 
developing contracting com- 

'finaridally,' in' order to organise 
financial relations between th em, 
banks and their diems. - 

• The governmentwiUialso rec- 
onsider the public works reg- 
ulation and contracts procedures 
with the aim of standardising 
• them, the minister continued. 
Speaking about - die construction 
sector during the .past five-year 
development plan, Mr. Haw- 
amdeh said that the last plan wit- 
nessed the issuance of the gov- 
ernment public .works regulation 
under which the government con- 
tracts' department was created. 
Also, ■general' provisions of die 
unified contract were approved by 
the cabinet daring the previous 
plan,.-he add&d. 


The minister weaton to sot that 
five volumes out of the 33 m the 
national building code have been 
' issued and arc currently being pri- 
nted The last plan also witnessed 
the issuance of two studies about 
the volume of work in die con- 
struction sector and conditions of 
engineers in Jordan, he said. 

1 The volume of work executed 
■ during the plan amounted to JD 
1,140 million which means that 
the annual average rate was JD 
228 million, m addition to app- 
roximately JD 200 million imp- 
lemented by theprivate sector, me 
minister said. The public sector's 
works included road construction, 
buildings, - water and sewerage 
networks, electromechanical pro- 
jects, engineering services and 
other services, he added. 

Speaking about die number of 
tenders the government has awa- 
rded to contractors, Mr. Haw- 
amdeh Said that the Central Ten- 
dering Committee awarded 168 
tenders worth JD 55 million dur- 
ing tile past five years. The min- 
istry has also classified 319 con- 
tractors, employing some 1,000 
engineers, into different cat- 
egories, Mr. Hawamdeh con- 
cluded. 




Committee finalises draft law 
on graves, burial procedures 
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AMMAN : (fjetra.) — A special 
committee charged with drawing 
up a draft.Ia\lr for graves and bur- 
ials has fofai&ed the draft law and 
referred it to minister of awqaf 
and Mamie affairs in preparation 
for submission to the cabinet for 
conrideratjoa and approval. 

The committee was formed to 
develop and update the legal pro- 
visions mid organisational issues 
pertainiqg-to graves and burials in 
order lb feaKtate burial pro- 
cedures and overborne diffic ulties 
arising , from the number of the 
authorities dealing with the pro- 


cedures. 

The committee, which is headed 
by tiie ministry of awqaf and Isl- 
amic affairs.groups Sheikh Izz- 
eddin A1 Khatib, the genera] 
Mufti of Jordan, Mr. AbdulHalim 
A wad. head of the legal dep- 
artment at Amman Municipality, 

Dr. Mazen NawfaL bead of the 
environment department at 
A mman Municipality, Dr. Fathi 
Saleh, medicial officer at the 
Amma n Health Department, and 
Dr. Ma’monn Salah, head of the 
legal department atthe ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment. 


WAJ connects all areas of 
Amman to sewerage system 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Water 
Authority of Jordan {WAJ) has 
announced that all areas within 
Amman have now been connected 
to the public sewerage system and 
the authority called on the pabfic 
tf> coqpect to tbe.uet- 

wofk^ immediately. A WAJisjio- 
k« jn^an said that bom nawron ho 
trucks will be .allowed to pump 


waste from cesspoofe within the 
Amman region.^ 

The spokesman appealed to the 
public, to cooperate with the WAJ 
for the purpose of safeg uarding 
public health and safety ancf'he , 
.cautioned that fines will be imp- 
osed ^mhome bwnerawftfoTaif to ! 
connect their ho Uses to the' sew- 1 
erage system; 
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Health Ministry sends nurses 
oh tra ining course in U.S. 


" AMMAN (Petra) — The Health 
Ministry is sending eight fully acc- 
’ ‘ T rerfitednurses to the University of 
* 'L~ Oklahoma in the United States 
,.~ J / where they will take a tfaree- 
5 mouth training course. On their 
retnm to Jordan, these nurses will 
; 'p be employed as instructors ' at the 
new Ibria nursing college. A Min- 
istry of Health spokesman said 
feat foe eight nurses will be taught 

advanced techniques in caring for 
children, basic health care, public 
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health and the care of women pat- 
ients in hospitals. 

Minister of Health Zaid Ham- 
zeh said in a statement quoted by 
the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, that a tender will be ann- 
ounced after the end of February 
for building the new nursing col- 
lege in Irbid. The new college, he 
said, will be located at Farfcouh 
district within the King Abdullah 
Medical Complex which also inc- 
ludes the new Irbid Hospital. 


• Dutch journalist sees potential in 
% Jordan as a tourist destination 
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By a Jordan Times 
- Staff Reporter 

AMMAN —“Political instability 
in the Middle East is a major fac- 
f tor working against the region’s 
.„ stepped-up efforts to attract tou- 
rises,” ‘ according to a journalist 
» working for the Amsteidam- 
v. based Ebevircs magazine. “The 
" majority of Westerners associate 
Jordan with the region's wars and 
bloodshed,” Mr. Philip Mok, a 
■' foreign editor at the magazine told 
the Jordan Times m an interview 
on Friday. . 

t\ “The West Bank attracts far 
more tourists than die Kingdom 
itself, largely due to the occupied 
territories’ authentic religious 
•v sites. A lot of foreigners go there 
out of religious convictions,’’ he 
said. Mr. MbJc, who arrived here 
ten days ago at the : invitation of 
/ the Tourism Authority; also said 
' - that tourists who go to the West 
. | Bank or Israel do not fear Pal- 
estinian demonstrations against 
the Israeli occupation authorities 
as these incidents are usually 'con- 
fined. to certain areas:, and are 
!> immetfiately disposed. ■ 
f Mr.Mok, who visited Jordan 
* with a s even -member Dutch 
group comprising two journalists 
and soar travel agents, said that 
Jordan’s tourism facilities have 
been neglectpd and have therefore 
remained under-devdoped- 
“Your country is fiul of tre- 
asures, natural beauty, touristic 
attractions and authentic his- 
jl torical afcs which have not been 
' promoted abroad,” he saxh 
The Tourism Authority invited 
fins group to visit Jordan in fine 
wife its increasing efforts to mar- . 
ket fee ' Kingdom abroad and to 

«Rgt^fitecoua^ 

tor. Du^dtogroupta stay here, 
they, the 'Kingdom's ‘his- 

torical rind touristic attractions, 
tlti'ppinmt ^ pftm TiilM wi of 
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marketing Jordan abroad and 
organising group tours to the cou- 
ntry. 

“The major set-back in tire 
country’s policy to encourage and 
upgrade Jordan’s tourism sector is 
that there are other socio- 
economic and health priorities on 
top of Jordan’s development list 
priorities,” he said. 

Lack of ppbiidty 

Mr. Mok pointed out that Wadi 
Rum and Aqaba are magnificent 
relaxation sites which have suf- 
fered from a lack of international 
publicity. “I have never heard of 
- the possibilities of mou- 
ntaineering in the Wadi Rom reg- 
ion.” Mr.Mok said. He also added 
that the huge ships which dock at 
Aqaba’s port do not help promote 
the city as a resort. He said that 
many tourists would hate the idea 
of spending a holiday where they 
only get the feeting of a harbour 
and be suggested that the Aqaba 
^Region Authority (ARA) should 
ask the ships to wait off the city’s 
shore and only enter fee harbour 
to imloadthein cargo. 

Mr. Mok also asked why more 
crossing points between the East 
and West Banks of Jordan were 
not opened to encourage the exc- 
hange of foreign tonrists. . 

Mr . Mok suggested that Jordan 
could be marketed asa tourist des- 
tination by stresring its arc- 
haeological and historical sites, its 
winter dimate and Jordan’s ori- 
ental and modem image. “A lot of 
Westerners -want to spend thdr 
hotiday in a Mediterranean di- 
mate. Why don’t they* come to 
Jordan and to its lovely dty as 
Aqaba” he asked. Mr. Mok con- * 
eluded by sttying that he would 
convey the image of Jordan and 
Jordanians to Holland as he had 
perceived it to be.- 


Engineers fail 
to get quorum 
for elections' 

3y Sa’ad G. Hatter - 

Jordan Hmeg Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The General Ass- 
embly of fee Jordan Engineers 
Association Friday did not muster 
a quorum to elect a new president, 
vice president and members of fee 
council. The required quorum is 
not less than half of the members 
registered in the association who 
have already fulfilled their fin- 
ancial commitments who number 
about 6,700, according to the ass- 
ociation’s President Ibrahim Abu 
Ayyash. 

v Mr. Abu Ayyash attributed the 
failure to secure a quorum to a 
lack of interest on fee part of some 
engineers. “It is not due to any 
political influence or clashes bet- 
ween the candidates,” Mr- Abu 
Ayyash told the Jordan Times. 

He said that any number of att- 
endants in next Friday’s assembly 
will secure a quorum, as stated in 
the statute of the association. The 
elections for the new president 
win follow a week later, added Mr. 
Abu Ayyash who himself is run- 
ning for a second term in office. 

Osama A1 Anani and Moh- 
ammad Abu Jbara also nominated 
themselves for the post of pre- 
sident- Vice presidency is being 
sought by Michael Massnnat, 
Omar Budeir, Moh ammad Muh- 
anna, Ziad Matameh, Samfli 
Bakir, Dr. Jala] Duwani and Gha- 
ssan Abdul Majeed. 

Standing for the council mem- 
bership are Ahdnl Rahman Bitar, 
Ahmad Rashdan, Da’oud Khalaf, 
Yassin Tarawneh and Wajih Eza- 
zieh from the civil engineering sec- 
tor. Representing the arc- 
hitecture sector are Abdul Latif 
Hadidi, Omar Rusan, Usama Abu 
Jbara and Jamal Shakhshir. 

From the mechanical eng- 
ineering sector are Ahmad Abu 
Zaid and Abdel Rao’uf Masri 
while Ahma d Keflani, Khaled 
Samara and Ribhi Hamed are 
nominees for the electrical eng- 
ineering sector. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lawzi confers with Spanish envoy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad A1 Lavra conferred in his office Thursday with Spanish 
Ambassador to Jordan Emilio Menendez. They discussed a visit 
to Jordan by the speaker of the Spanish senate who made a visit to 
Syria in the past year and also reviewed Jor danian -Sp anis h rel- 
ations. 

Indian trade team due today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A four-member Indian trade delegation is due 
here today on a several day visit to Iordan during which they will 
bold talks dealing wife promoting trade and economic coo- 
peration between Jordan and India within fee framework of a 
trade agreement signed between the two countries. Talks with the 
Indian delegation will start on Sunday. 

Dakhqan bans house plant imports 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Ahmad Dakhqan 
has issued instmetions prohibiting fee importation of house plants 
as of Feb. 15. Only a limited number of certain types of plants 
were excluded from the ban. The Jordanian News Agency said 
that the instructions were taken following the release of a sta- 
tistical bulletin which revealed that over the past four months, 
Jordan imported more than two million house plants which the 
report said denied local nurseries fee chance of growing their own 
saplings for the market. 

Cement for Saudi Arabia 

AMMAN (Petra) — An agreement has been signed at fee Jordan 
Cement Factories Company underwhich 300,000 tonnes of cem- 
ent will be exported to Saudi Arabia. The new agreement will 
come into effect within the next few days. 

Urban development in Ruseifa 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An agreement will be signed today for the 
execution of the first stage of the second urban development 
project in north Ruseifa. The agreement will be signed by Amman 
Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf A1 Rawabdeh and repres e ntatives of fee 
Chinese construction firm which will cany out the project 

Captagon user receives two months 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Khaled 
Ghan em A1 Seirafi to two months in prison and fined him JD 25 
for acquiring Captagon pills. The general military governor end- 
orsed the sentence. 


Agricultural plan focuses on increasing 
production, farm profits and wages 


AMMAN (Petra) — Working 
committees charged with drawing 
up an agricultural ,fiye-year [dap 
ffer*1986nI990 hpee raid thaftfae 
new plan' 'aims' to piescrve basic 
agricultural resources and to pro- 
tect the natural environment and 
to utilise available land in the best 
and most economical manner, a 
report in the Arabic daily new- 
spaper Sawt AJ Sha’ab said Fri- 
day. 

The plan also aims at increasing 
agricultural revenues and the ear- 
nings of farmers and workers in 
the agricultural sector in addition 
to encouraging investment in agr- 
iculture, the report added. 

The plan has tile objective of 
increasing the net income from 
agriculture from JD 76 million 


during the last five-year plan to JD 
108 milliofl during fee present 
five-year plan, thus achieving- a 
total increase of 42 per cent and-an : 
-.annual growth rare of - 8 pec cent 
through increasing agricultural 
production. It is forecast that 
wheat production will be inc- 
reased to 143,000 tonnes from its 
previous level of 61,000 tonnes 
daring the last five-year plan, lea- 
gumes from 9,000 tonnes to 

12.000 tonnes and barley from 

20.000 to 26,000 tonnes. Green 
fodder will also be increased from 

3.000 tonnes to 120,000 tonnes, 
vegetables from 628,000 tonnes 
to 970,000 tonnes, olives from 

40.000 tonnes to 57,000 tonnes 
and fruit from 41,000 tonnes to 

120.000 tonnes, according to the 


committees' plan. 

It is anticipated that dairy pro- 
.doction will also toednereased trom' 
•49,00(1 tonnes, to/ 67,000 tonnes i 
and red meatftomi9 i 500<tonnes to . 

16.000 tonnes, poultry from 

37.000 to 50,000, -fish from 200 
tonnes to 1,000 and eggs from 402 
billion to 445 million, the report 
said. 

These increases will be achieved 
by utilising more irrigated land in 
the eastern and southern regions 
of Jordan where wheat and fbdder 
will be planted. The plan also for- 
esees increasing the area of irr- 
igated land in fee Jordan Valley, 
fee south Jordan Valley and Wadi 
Araba and using it for producing 
vegetables and fruit applying agr- 
icultural cropping patterns. 


U.S. vetoes resolution censuring Israel 


(Continued from page J) 
the Libyan plane. But, he said, his 
country believed that the ability to 
take such action in carefully def- 
ined conditions was part of the 
“inherent right of self-defence 
under the UN. Charter,” acc- 
ording to a Reuter dispatch. 

4 4 We must be clear that terrorist 
violence — and not the response 
to terrorist violence — is the cause 
of the cyde of violence which inc- 
reasingly and tragically mars the 
Middle East and the entire 
world” according to Mr. Walters. 

As a general principle, the U.S. 
opposed the interception of civil 
aircraft and had been prepared to 
vote for a resolution to feat effect, 
he said. 

“At the same time, we believe 
feat there may arise exceptional 
circumstances in which an int- 
erception may be justified,” he 
contended. 

Australia, Britain, Denmark 
and France abstained on the res- 
olution. Ten members of fee 
15-nation council voted in favour. 

In Tripoli, Colonel Qadhafi, in 
his first public response to Tue- 
sday's Israeli action, told a press 
conference: “I have issued orders 
to tile Libyan air force to intercept 
any Israeli dvfliari airliner over 
the Mediterranean end as long as 
they are within the range of Lib- 
yan air bases.” 

He said any Israeli planes int- 
ercepted by Libyan jets wonld be 
brought to Libyan territory and 
“fee passengers will be searched 
to find the Israeh terrorists wa n ted 
by Libyan courts” 

The Libyan leader specifically 
mentioned former Israeli Prime 
Minister Meoachem Begin and 
serving Minister of Industry and 
Trade Artel Sharon as terrorists 
wanted by Libya. 

CoL Qadhafi said the int- 
erception order would remain in 
‘force “unfe the Israelis stop and 
mmmit themselves to abstain 
from targetting civilian obj- 
ectives;” 

In rqriy to a question what rad- 
ius Ijbyanjeffi would apply to the 


order, he said: “We will apply the 
rule of reciprocity and we will 
abide by international rales and 
regulations.” 

Libya “does not want peace 
from them (Israel) but we want to 
force them to respect the rales of 
war and international laws,” he 
added. 

Col. Qadhafi said the Libyan 
operation would not be deterred 
by the presence of the UB. Sixth 
Fleet in the Mediterranean. “If 
foe Americans commit aggression 
a gainst our planes we will attack 
them,” he said. 

He again warned vessels of the 
Sixth Fleet to stay out of the Golf 
of Sirte, which Libya regards as 
territorial waters. He said the gulf 
“is our house” and that any inc- 
ursion would lead to military 
“confrontation.” 

The Libyan air force is believed 
to have more than 2,000 ope- 
rational aircraft, most of mem 
supplied by the Soviet Union. 
They are at a series of air bases 
fining the I,600-k3ometze-long 
Libyan coast 

- The air force includes an unk- 
nown number of modern 
MiG-23s wife a range of several 
hundred kilometres. 

Libya’s threat, if carried out, 
could menace Israeli airliners en 
route to Western Europe or North 
America and flying through a vast 
area of the central Mediterranean, 

In Tel Aviv, fee Israeli tra- 
nsportation ministry announced 
on Friday that, its civil aviation 
authority “has determined a new 
flig ht route for aircraft landing in 
and de pa r tin g from Israel.” 

The ministry said the new route 

had been drawn up as far as pos- 
sible from die borders of Syrian 
and Libyan airspace. The aim was 
to “ensure that air finks between 
Israel and. other countries. wiU not 
be interrupted,” it said. 

An official of the ministry was 
quoted as saying by AP ** jg® 
changes were “part of security 
measures in view of fee latest thr- 
eats* by Palestinians, Syria and . 
Libya. 


Following Tuesday’s Israeli sei- 
zure of the Libyan plane, fee lea- 
der of the Damascus-based Pop- 
ular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine — General Command, 
Ahmad Jibril, in a Tripoli press 
conference, warned international 
travellers not to fly on Israeli or 
American planes. 

Reacting to the warning, the 
VS. State Department said the 
U.S. would make any appropriate 
response to any attack on Ame- 
rican airliners. 

Spokesman Redman said: 
“Should any group launch a ter- 
rorist attack against the U.S., we 
will take whatever action we deem 

appropriate in response.” 

Libya has accused the Ame- 
rican Sixth Fleet in the Med- 
iterranean of providing Israel with 

information on fee flight of fee 
Libyan aircraft 

Israel, which said the operation 
was aimed at capturing people 
“involved in planning attacks aga- 
inst Israet” conceded feat h failed 
to achieve its objective. Reports 
say that Israel believed that fee 
plane was carrying one or more of 
Palestinian leaders based in Dam- 
ascus. Bat the aircraft was car- 
tying Syrian and Lebanese del- 
egations which participated in a 
Tripoli conference. 

Israeli militaiy officials say Mr. 
Jibril was the prime target of the 
bungled interception. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
toWAP that Israel had stepped up 
security at its embassies abroad, 
which have been a target for att- 
acks in the past, and news reports 
said similar measures were taken 
at Israel’s El A1 airlines check-in- 
counters abroad. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minis ter 
Yitzhak Shamir sought to quell 
dissent within the government 
over the hijacking. 

“Until now, we have never wit- 
nessed this kind of striptease bef- 
ore our enemies,” Shamir said in a 
r^ctio interview. “I don’t think we 
have to reveal to the entire world 
the ways in whtefa Israel takes its 
dedaons.” 


Khayyat chairs meeting on 
Israeli violations at A1 Aqsa 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affair s S haikh Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat has called for 
the formation of public delegations to tour Islamic 
countries to give these countries fuQ details about the 
developments in the occupied Arab lands in general 
and the atrocities committed by Israel against holy 
sites in particular. 

The minister was speaking at 
>a meeting, held at fee World Isl- 
amic League headquarters in 
Amman, which was called to dis- 
cuss Israel's continued violations 
of fee sanctity of A1 Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem. Dt. Khayyat told fee 
meeting that fee Jerusalem issue 
and conditions atAl Aqsa Mosque 
are of fee utmost concern for fee 
Arab and Islamic worlds as the 
mosque is among fee most revered 
shrines of Islam. 

Sheikh Khayyat called for mea- 
sures to be taken in order to str- 
engthen fee steadfastness of fee 
Arab people of Jerusalem to ena- 
ble them to defend A1 Aqsa Mos- 
que and confront Israel's plans to 
demolish fee holy shrine and build 
a Jewish temple ou foe site. 

Also speaking at the meeting 
was Dr. Abdullah Nassif, the lea- 
gue's secretary general, who out- 
lined the conditions of Muslims 


around fee world and feeir wea- 
kness in confronting Zionist plots. 
He called on Muslims to unite and 
become strong and capable of def- 
ending their rights and holy pla- 
ces. 

Among the speakers was for- 
mer Awqaf Murister Kamel AJ 
Sharif who said that protection of 
Al Aqsa Mosque constitutes the 


touchstone for the Arab and Mus- ' 
iim nation's real power. Mr. Sharif 
paid tribute to the efforts being 
made by foe World Islamic Lea- 
gue to spread awareness abo::: foe 
Islamic places throughout the 
workl. A number of leading rel- 
igious figures and officials att- 
ended foe meeting. 

After the meeting. Dr. Abd- 
ullah Nassif held a meeting with 
members of a committee ent- 
rusted with foe task of saf- 
eguarding mosques in Jordan. 
They discussed matters connected 
with the teaching of Koran to the 
younger generation and the pre- 
servation and maintenance of 
mosques around the rountry. 



Mhiister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs A bdnl Aziz AJ Khayyat chairs a 
meeting on developments in the occupied territories (Petra photo) 


Specialists 

discuss 

genetic 

diseases 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian 
Society for Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologist (JSOG) in coo- 
peration wife the Jordanian ped- 
iatrics society organised a se minar 
on Friday at the Marriott Hotel 
wife the participation of Jor- 
danian specialists as well as invited 
specialists from Egypt and Gre- 
ece. 

During the first session. Dr. 
Gilbert Cote from Greece sub- 
mitted a research on fee basics of 
genetics and Dr. Ekram Abdul 
Salam. professor of pediatrics at 
Cairo University, Egypt, dis- 
cussed research on fee screening 
of newborn babies for genetic dis- 
eases. Dr. Cote foen presented a 
TCMaxch pbper oEL chromosome 
abnormalities. 

In fee second session Dr. Cote 
presented a research on the ant- 
matal diagnosis of genetic dis- 
eases. Dr. Abdul Salam discussed 
research on genetic problems res- 
ulting from inter-marriage. Dr. 
Sami Khouri from fee University 
of Jordan discussed the primary 
results of genetic diseases res- 
ulting from inter-marriage in Jor- 
dan. The third session was all- 
ocated to research conducted by 
Dr. Samira Baban from the Cer- 
ebral Palsy Foundation on the 
physical handicaps resulting from 
genetic diseases in Jordan. 


JDA to hold conference on 
deteriorating health services in 
occupied Arab territories 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie det- 
eriorating health conditions in the 
occupied Arab territories and the 
drop in the standard of medical 
services to the Arab people under 
Israeli rule will be among the main 
topics to be discussed at a general 
conference to be held by foe Jor- 
danian Dentists Association 
(JDA) towards the end of March, 
according to JDA President Walid 
Maraqa. 

He said in a statement, quoted 
by AI Ra’i Arabic daily new- 
spaper, that the three-day con- 
ference, to open on March 27 
undo* the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
will examine more than 30 res- 
earches and working papers on 
dentistry in general and dentures 
and also on the bealfe sfeiation in 
IsraeU-pccupied territpj^s, 

‘ Dr. ^laraqa' said that more than 


500 specialists from Jordon. Arab 
and foreign countries will take 
part in foe meetings to be held at 
the Professional Associations 
Complex in Amman. 

Dentists from Jordanian uni- 
versities. fee private sector, gov- 
ernment and Armed Forces hos- 
pitals in Jordan as well as foe Uni- 
ted Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) will par- 
ticipate in the conferece. Dr. Mar- 
aqa added. He also said feat den- 
tists from foe United Kingdom, 
the United States and Greece 
have been invited to take part in 
the meetings and deliver lectures 
on topics related to dentures. 

On foe sidelines of fee con- 
ference, he continued, the JDA 
will organise an exhibition of med- 
ical equipment medicines and 
appliances used in dentistry. 
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Elvis. Jerry Lee Lewis. Buddy Hoity, 
Johnny Halliday The Beaties, The Rolling 
Stones - all the Stars from the 50 's 
& GO's and all your favourite requests 
are on solid from 9fi0 every Saturday 
night at A! Rababa. 

DJ Andy Cooper’s magic fingers 
play die songs and you can dance 
to all the old goldies, fast and slow 
till the morning. 

For the best Limbo dancer - a bottle 
of champagne. For the young and 
original rockers, too - live the 50 s & 

60 's again at Al Rababa. 

Al Rababa Night Club. Rock'n Roll 
On Saturday Nights. 

Tel: 660100 ext 2055 
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‘Beautiful’ Israelis; ‘ugly’ Arabs 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


By Elfi Pallis 

AFTER A few days in the sed- 
ately religious atmosphere of Jer- 
usalem, younger tourists tend to 
gravitate towards Tel Aviv’s sea- 
side fleshpots. Here, Israelis pro- 
udly say, is a truly modem Jewish 
city, free from any Arab history or 
presence, and indeed its night-life 
is more re miniscent of Palm Beach 
than the East- After dark, Die- 
zengoff Boulevard teems with 
young men in designer T-shirts 
and sleek-haired young women, 
dressed as if they have sprang str-‘ 
aight out of "Dynasty”. Con- 
spicuous consumption is the order 
erf the day. and nobody could 
guess the state of IsraeT s economy 
from their appearance. It is a tho- 
roughly civilian crowd. The days 
when ah officer’s uniform was the 
thing to wear if one wished to att- 
ract admiring glances ended with 
the invasion of Lebanon. 

But there is also a darker side to 
Tel Aviv’s nightlife that is rem- 
iniscent of a place other than Flo- 


rida. When the revellers go home, 
the “Mishmar JEzrahi,” the city’s 
civil defence patrols, go into act- 
ion. While police and security for- 
ces deal with crime and terrorism, 
the ctvD defence volunteers try to 
ensure that Tel Aviv’s Palestinian 
waiters, cleaners and market por- 
ters from the occupied territories, 
do not break the law by staying in 
the Jewsh town between 1 ajn. 
and sunrise. Armed but not uni- 
formed, the volunteers are ent- 
itled to check, search and arrest 
Arab suspects, and have a rep- 
utation for brutality and fat-' 
imidatkm. Palestinian workers 
who have come into contact with 
them describe them as behaving 
“like your Russian cossacks.” 

Some time ago, die leader of . 
one patrol was dismissed after 
some higjtischool volunteers had 
testified that she let the boys in her 
group beat up any Arab they 
Found in the street, “until he was 
crying." Reports of similar inc- 
idents regularly appear in the 


press. But such publicity only 
seems to attract more violent rec- 
ruits to tire Mishmar Esahx. One 
of its commanders, Aharon Vardi, 
recently complained that “20 per 
cent of those serving in it are cri- 
minals and another five per cent 
are certified madmen.” Yet the 
patrols operate not only outdoors, 
where their methods are open to 
some scrutiny, but are allowed to 
enter buildings which they suspect 
might contain permitless res- 
idents. Palestinian workers have 
filed numerous police complaints 
after being not only maltreated 

but also robbed of their wages and 

possessions by civil defence pat- 
rols raiding their sleeping- 
quarters. Only the “legal” wor- 
kers. usually Arabs from Galilee, 
dare to complain, and most ass- 
aults gp unreported. 

Forced on the Israeli labour 
market by die land confiscations, 
many Pales tinians have to accept 
appalling bousing conditions. Isr- 
‘ aeli employers, who are not liable 


Friday’s 


A l Ra'i: Stop the aggression now 

ALL indications point to the fact that the U.S .-Israeli strategic 
alliance is based on the concept of sapping the Arab nation’s res- 
ources and keeping the Arabs in a state of weakness and division. The 
two allies hove made h their own business to keep the Arabs involved 
in side issues and to keep diem under foreign domination while at the 
same time the Zionists continue a drive to consolidate their hold on 
the Arab territories in Palestine. What surprises us is the current 
attitude of the Arab leaders and their governments is that while they 
are witnessing daily aggression on their nation by the United States 
and Israel they are doing nothing to stop it. The Arabs and the 
Muslims have seen die Israelis committing acts of sacrilege in their 
holy places and committing acts of terrorism in the sky, on land and at 
sea but they still remain impassive. Confronting die aggressors and 
thwarting their evil machinations require solid unity and unified and ' 
concerted Arab action through an Arab summit meeting. The Arabs 
should concentrate their efforts on regaining Palestinian people's 
rights in their homeland and saving their holy places from usurpation 
and desecration. Unless the Arabs take meaningful action now, they 
will remain prone to further aggression and more acts of terrorism. 

Al Dustour: Israeli- U.S. alliance 

SINCE Ronald Reagan assumed the presidency in the United States 
the Middle East region has become an open arena for Israel's acts of 
aggre s sion and terrorism, and our holy places exposed to further 
Zionist encroachments and violations. It is under Reagan that the 
Israelis launched an aggression on Lebanon and expanded their 
settlement programmes in the occupied Arab lands. It is also under 
President Reagan that the United States committed itself to vetoing 
any resolution at the United Nations Security Council that aimed to 
condemn Israel's arbitrary actions. American veto of resolutions 
against Israel's invasion of Lebanon and continued atrocities in the. 
occupied Arab territories are alive in our memory , and therefore any 
complaint against Israel's air piracy would no doubt be thwarted by a 
US. veto at the Security Council. It is due to Washington’s support 
for the Israelis and its continued backing in international forums and 
unlimited help, financially and militarily, that Israel is being made- 
able to pursue all its acts of terrorism and aggression on die Arabs. 
Without the help of the American navy in the Mediterranean, the 
Israeli war pinnes would not have been able to hijack the Arab plane. 
This trend m US. and Israeli policies will continue unless the Arabs 
realise the need for joining forces to repel aggression. 


iniscent erf a place other than Flo- idents regularly appear in the * sell employers, who are not liable exten 

Concern in S. Korea as North K 
voices nuclear power bid \ 

By Granville Watts East Europe and there is nothing that Seoul would like to build fut- ^ , r . 


for their workers' breaches of res- 
idence laws, often put them up on 
the job rather , than pay their tra- 
nsport costs. A late-night took 
through the shutters of Tel Aviv’s 
fashionable restaurants som- 
etimes reveals the shapes of three 
or four men stretched out on their 
serving tables. Others are cro- 
wded together, sometimes two in a 
bed. in beach huts and city roo- 
ftops. In one nocturnal incident/ 
four- men from Gaza burned to 
death when their workplace and 
accommodation, a carpenter's 
shed, caught fire. They couki not 
escape because their employer 
had locked them in as a precaution 
agains t die civil defence patrol: 
Two other Palestinian workers, 
'who were sleeping rough in an old 
air raid shelter, suffocated after 
Sighting a fire to warm themselves 
by. 

A visit to friends, an elderly 
couple who immigrated to Pal- 
estine in tire 1920s, reveals the 
extent to which the present con- 


ditions of Arab labour are taken 
for gran ted. Clinging to the side of 
their house in a pleasant, tree- 
fined street in prestigious north 
Tel Avw is a small, crooked car- 
dboard shed. When I ask whether 
this is a playhut built by the res- 
idents’ children, they put me right 
without a trace of embarrassment. 
It is “the Arab" who stays in the 
shed during weekdays, they exp- 
lain to me. He deans and gardens 
for the street’s residents, and goes 
back to his village on weekends. 
From the name of the “village" I 
gather that it is, in fact, a refugee 

cany - They are eager to point out 

that he is a decent ebap. He does* 
not steal and has said that he does' 
not approve of terrorism. "‘Eve- 
rybody wants peace and quiet to 
bring tip their families." is what he 
told them. They think he has a 
wife and children, but are not 
sure; nor do they know where he 
gets water or cooks his meals. The 
shed must be cold during winter 
nights, even if the thin plastic 


sheet on the roof does keep the 
rain out. 

Sensing disapproval, my bosh 
sivh and admit foal.thfags are not 
as they should be When we were 
voune. 1 ' says the old woman, “*e 
worked on the roads, cleaned, 
farmed, did everything. But nuw 
Jews don’t want to do what they 
think of as dirty jobs." Both fcirk * 
back nostalgically to tire days of 
Hebrew labour. “In any.case, the 
man has a home elsewhere and 
comes here cf his own free will.’' 
say's the -man defensively, "ft just 1 
shows that the Arabscannot even 
menace to provide employment 
for tfcrir own people.' 1 When I 
surest this might be a bit harsh, 
he"chrug>. his shoulder." Arab lab- 
our is a problem, of course it is a 
problem,'* he admits finally, “hut 
then the Jews have always had 
problems, and this is just one of 
them.” It seems a somewhat self- 
indulgent way of dealing with ^ 
ugly development — Middle East 
International London. 


By GranvUe Watts . 

Reuter 

SEOUL — South Korea, which 
has one of the world’s biggest nuc- 
lear pow$r programmes, lias rea- 
cted nervously to Pyongyang's 
announcement that it will enter 
the nuclear power dub. 

Seoul’s state-run Korea Electric 
Power Corporation (KEPCO), 
with nine nudear plants ope- 
rational or under construction, has 
invited 18 firms from seven cou- 
ntries to bid for two more by 
March next year. 

But when North Korea ann- 
ounced in December that the Sov- 
iet Union would help to build 
Pyongyang's first atomic power 
plant, Seoul expressed deep con- 
cern and urged Moscow to ensure' 
peaceful use of the northern nuc- 
lear programme. 

Foreign diplomats noted that 
Pyongyang joined the Int- 
ernational Treaty on the Non- 
Proliferation of Nudear weapons 
on December 12 when it dep- 
osited its instrument of accession 
with the Soviet Union. 

The US. State Department 
welcomed the move and said 
North Korea had undertaken to 
pit all its nudear facilities under 
international safeguards to pre- 
vent diversion of nudear material 
"for weapons. 

“As tar as we know the Rus- 
sians will insist that the spent fuel 
be returned to the Soviet Union. 
They exercise strict controls over 
Soviet-aided nudear plants in 


East Europe and there is nothing 
to suggest they will be less strict 
with Pyongyang,” one senior Wes- 
tern diplomat said. 

U.S. officials said North Korea 
was reported to be building a nuc- 
lear reactor capable of producing 
plutonium, a key element in the 
construction of nudear weapons. 

Western fateBigenre sources say 
there is no evidence of any nodear 
warheads m North Sana. US. 
and South Korean military off- 
icials in the south routfaely reply 
“no comment” when adred about 
the presence of nudear arms m 
South Korea. 

South Korean nudear scientists 
have admitted their country has 
raised some doubts that its amb- 
itious nudear progr a mm e is also 
aimed at developing atomic wea- 
pons. But they say Seoul is firmly 
committed to the non- 
proliferation treaty, to which it 
acceded in 1975. 

South Korea is demanding a 
greater amount of technology tra- 
nsfer from bidders foritsnexttwo 
nudear plants. With a combined' 
capacity of 1 ,800 megawatts, they 
will cost a total of about S3.1 bil- 
lion for completion by 1996. 

“It’s cut-throat competition to 
curry favour with KEPCO, which 
demands greater technology tra- 
nsfer as a must,” said K.W . Lee, 
business application manager at 
the Seoul branch of Westinghouse 
Electrict Corporation. 

Ia what some foreign experts 
regard as m over ambitious app- 
roach. South Korean officials say 


that Seoul would like to build fut- 
ure plants itself. 

The country plans to build sev- 
eral more plants by the year 2000 
against a backdrop of shrinking 
nudear works abroad. 

"In the long term, atomic ene- 
rgy is a viable answer to our cou- 
ntry wh ich lacks major natural 
resources” KEPCO spokesman 
Shin Son-Kyun told Reuters. 

“We aim to build any future 
atomic plants 100 per cent with 
our own hands. Therefore tec- 
hnology transfer would be an ove- 
rriding concern to us in picking 
bidders for the next two," Shin 
said. 

"We may not need any more 
foreign technology after them," 
be added. 

But Western diplomats branded 
the Korean thinking as too amb- 
itious. “One of the problems is 
that fixe Koreans want the tec- 
hnology but at the moment do not 
want to accept the responsibility 
for the joint effort,” ooe diplomat 
said. 

Of the 18 firms invited, six are 
bidding to furnish nudear reactors 
— Westinghouse and another 
US. company. Combustion Eng- 
ineering Inc., France’s Fra- • , 
mate me SA., Atomic Energy of 
Canada Limited (AECL), West 
Germany's Kraftwerk Union 
(KWU) and Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries of Japan. 

The rest are competing for tur- 
bine and other generating equ- 
ipment and des igning and eng- 
ineering contracts. 



Sawt Al Shaab: Solidarity is the answer Leak row casts doubt on Thatcher standing for 3rd term 




IN our drive to win world support for our just causes and in our 
straggle to regain our rights we indeed require support and sympathy 
by as many world nations as possible. But it should be emphasised 
feat no matter how many condemnations and Henimnatin^ are 
issued against Israel’s acts of aggression and terrorism, we would not 
regain our rights. Whether the interna ti on a l community condemned 
the air piracy committed against an Arab plane on Tuesday or not, 
Israel would not be persuaded to refrain from pursuing its aggressive 
policy on the Arabs and would never stop its ill practices against our 
people in the occupied territories. All the world's diplomatic off- 
ensives would not enable us to regain our rights and our land. Only 
■ through our solidarity and our unified action can we hope to achieve 
oar aspirations and our goals. We do not belittle the support and 
sympathy of world nations for our just causes but we should also 
show the world at large that we are worthy of such sympathy, because 
we can come together and work out a unified strategy to help regain 
our rights. 

Thursday's 

Al Ra'i: CaUing on the U.S. 

THE hijacking of an Arab airliner by Israel has helped to rally Arab 
support for Syria, and the continued threat by Israel and the United 
States to Libya has unified Arab states and brought hope again for 
Arab solidarity. This solidarity should be translated into action to put 
an end to Israel's arrogance and its acts of terrorism. The Arabs 
should not be satisfied with a mere condemnation by the United 
Nations Security Council of this new Israeli crime, nor should they 
remain idle, awaiting another aggression so that other complaints can 
be lodged with the world organisation. As the Security Council was 
discussing the Syrian complaint, the Israelis have made it known that 
they will pursue further acts of terrorism and will undertake any- 
actmn that can help them achieve their goals. This means that the 
Israelis have no regard whatsoever for the world organisation or its 
condemnation for their terrorist actions and atrocities. This also 
means that Israel was sure of a United States veto that would kill any 
resolution condemning Israel’s actions. There can be no hope for the 
Arabs for deterring Israel except by resorting to force and through 
solidarity and unified action. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Time for action 

ISRAEL’S terrorist actions, whether they are in the sky, in the seaor 
on land are not a novelty to our region, because Israel bases its 
ideological concepts on the principles of Zionism which advocate 
terrorism wherever possible and by any means. The new Zionist act 
erf piracy against an Arab plane carrying an official Syrian delegation 
fails under the Zionist version of terrorism and so this action came as 
no surprise to the Arab World. Therefore, this overwhelming Arab 
condemnation of the Israeli hijacking of the Arab plane should not 
end there, but should rather be transformed into action. The Arabs 
should take the initiative and adopt practical measures to put an end 
to acts of piracy and should take toe initiative to deter me Israelis 
from Jauncbfagofoerfonns of aggression. They must do as they did in 
1973 when they launched war on die aggressors. As Arabs, we are 
requested now to study this lesson and should step up our pre- 
paredness for confronting the Zionist-colonial onslaught on our Land 
and our people Ice Araerican-Zmnist alliance and terrorist col- 
lusion is now dear to all. and it is directed against the Arabs eve- 
rywhere; and therefore, should be confronted with all foe power 
which this nation possess. The Arabs should be able to wage war with 
the same power and enthusiasm that they have for m aking peace. 


By Harvey Morris 

Reuter 

LONDON — There is growing 
speculation at the Palace of Wes- 
tminister. the seat of the British 
parliament, that Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher may be forced’ 
out of office before the next ele- 
ction. 

Despite her best efforts to bury 
the so-called Westland crisis, 
which led to the resignation of two 
of her ministers last month. Tha- 
.tcher's position is seen by political 
commentators as increasingly vul- 
-nerabfe. 

Suspicions persist that she is 
hiding the full facts about the leak 
of a secret government document 
that was central to a cabinet row 
on the future of the Westland hel- 
icopter company. 

Members of her ruling Con- 
servative Party have begun to 
comment on tire possibility that 
Thatcher might not now lead them 
into the next election, which she 
must call by 1988. 

So far. only one Conservative 
MP has coiled openly for her res- 
ignation but others have privately 
expressed concern that she maybe 


By Jobs Morrison 

Reuter 

LILLE, France — If energy alone 
was enough to win a French ele- 
ction campaign, then Jacques Chi- 
rac’s rivals could give up the une- 
qual struggle. 

With nearly six weeks still to go 
until the vote for a new national 
assembly on March 16, die 53- 
year-old Gaulfist opposition lea- 
der is already in top gear. 

Squeezing his lanky frame into a 
small business jet cm a frosty mor- 
ning, Chirac radiates a zest for the 
campaign battle that few pol- 
iticians can match. “Where are we 
off to today?” he asks an aide. 

By the end of the day, long after 
midnight, he will have been spe- 
aking into a succession of mic- 
rophones for around five hours. 

On the half-hour fligh t from 
Paris to tiie Channel Port of Cal- 
ais, he whips his dossiers out of his 
case but then puts them away with 
equal speed in order to exchange 
the latest political gossip with 
three accompanying journalists. 


turning into an electoral liability. 

Sir Anthony Meyer said at tbe 
weekend thatthe party had to face 
the fact that the best person to 
safeguard the achievements of the 
Thatcher government might not 
be Thatcher herself. 

Meyer said the best solution 
would be for Thatcher to step 
down voluntarily, adding: “We 
must get it out of the way before 
the summer is over." 

The Observer newspaper mea- 
nwhile quoted an unnamed min- 
ister as predicting that Thatcher 
would retire within a year, citing a 
recurrence of an old eye problem 
that required surgery in 1983. 

Thatcher supporters have ind- 
irectly acknowledged the strength 
of the speculation about her future 
by vigorously denying that there is 
a move to oust her. 

Conservative MP Geoffrey 
Dickens was quoted as telling a 
meeting at Westminister: “When 
the time' does co me for her to go, it 
will be her own decision and we 
very much want her to lead us thr- 
ough the next election. It is abs- 
olute staff and nonsense to suggest 
there is this feeling now for her to 
go." 


Conservatives believed a week 
ago that Thatcher had weathered 
the Westland storm, a row over 
whether a U JS.-led consortium or 
an all European rival should res- 
cue Britain's sole and ailing hel- 
icopter maker. 

Her assurances in the House of* 
Commons that she had no prior: 
knowledge of the government- 
leak won their unanimous support - 
at the end of an emergency deb- 
ate. 

Since then two new factors have 
emerged to shake their con- 
fidence. 

Firstly, an opinion poll con- 
ducted immediately after her 
.commons speech indicated that up 
to two-thirds of voters did not bel- 
ieve her account of the leak affair. 

Then, last Tharsday, her gov- 
ernment barred three officials at 
the cen tre of the affair fro m giving 
evidence to a House of Commons 
defence committee investigation, 
prompting opposition charges of a 
cover-up. 

On the same day, former Trade 
Minister Leon Brittan appeared 
before the committee but refused 
to answer questions about the 
leak, which involved a January 6 


letter from senior government law 
officer Sir Patrick Mayhew to the 
then defence minister, Michael 
Heseltine. 

Tbe committee, comprising 
seven conservative and three opp- 
osition Labour MPs, was this week 
negotiating with government off- 
icials on gaining access to the off- 
icials. 

They want to question Colette 
Bo we. chief information officer of 
the Trade Department, who was 
named in parliament as having 
leaked tbe letter to the press with 
Brittan’s authorisation. 

They also want to question Ber- 
nard Ingham, Thatcher's press 
secretary, whom Bo we consulted 
before the letter was leaked. 

Thatcher has acknowledged 
that she prompted Mayhew to 
write the letter. It was critical of 
Heseltme’s role in promoting a 
European rescue operation for the 
ailin g Westland company cou- 
ntraiy to the wishes of the rest of 

the cab met. 

She also acknowledged the urg- 
ency of making its contents public. 
But she denies she knew of the 
leak. 

If evidence emerged that Tha- 


tcher did have prior knowledge of 
the leak, she would have no option 
but to resign immediately. 

In the absence of such evidence, 

' her credibility has still been sev- 
erely damaged. Since Heseltine 
resigned on January 9, accusing 
Thatcher of trying to silence him. 
her alleged autocratic style of gov- 
ernment has been under fire. 

Her own personal standing m 
the opinion polls has suffered — in 
the latest survey she no longer 
rated as the voters first choice as 
prime minister — and her party 
now stands in third place after 
Labour and the centrist al fiance. 

Her government’s standing will 
be tested at a by-election in the 
London constituency of Fulham 
within a few months. The con- 
servatives look almost certain to 
lose the marginal seat. 

A digger test will come in May 
when municipal councils, run on. 
parliamentary party lines, come 
up for reelection. 

Even if Thatcher overcame the 
immediate threat of the Westland 
affair, bad showing at the polls 
might increase pressure on her to 
quit. 

She m igh t face a showdown at 


the party'? annual trice in 

October, with a ccntenucr eme- 
rging to contest her leadership. 

Political analysts believe it is in 
the nature of the Conservative 
Party to avoid such a con- 
frontation. !f the party's elder sta- 
tes men discerned an ove- 
rwhelming groundswell against 
her, they would encourage her to . 
step down, or “hand her the loa- 
ded gun “as one commentator put ’* 
it. 

Soundings among Conservative 
MPS have indicated that party 
chairman Norman Tebbit would 
be her most likely successor. 

But there are doubts over his 
health as he continues to receive* 
treatment for the injuries he sus- 
tained in a 1934 Irish guerrilla 
bomb attack on Tbatchcr and her 
cabinet. 

In recent weeks. Home Sec- 
retary Douglas Hurd bss been sin- 
gled out in the press as a possible- 
successor. 

He Ls not tainted by association 
with the Westland row and rern- . 
faded Thatcher during the crisis of- 
the need to abide fry the tradition 
of joint cabinet responsibility for 
running the country's affairs. 


Chirac sets whirlwind pace in French election campaign 


Tile day’s foray is into enemy 
territory — France’s industrial 
north where Communists and Soc- 
ialists have dominated the pol- 
itical landscape for decades. 

Fhststop is Calais Airport and a 
welcome from girls in trad i tio n a l 
lace bonnets. Then Chamber of 
Commerce President Henri Rav- 
isse briefs him on the economic 
disaster the port will face when the 
Channel txumel begins operations 
in 1993. 

Chirac thanks Ravisse but 
makes no promises. Away speeds 
die motorcade through the win- 
ding backstreets of the town 
where he opens a local office of his 
RPR movement in two minutes 
flat. 

“Look at that church,” he tells a 
British reporter. "That’s where 
general de Gaulle was married, 
and it’s the only Tudor style 
chordi in France.” 

Next stop is a lace factory whose 
clattering 100-year-old looms 
turn out tile traditional sexy tri- 
mmings for French lingerie. 

Chirac dashes across the catting' 


shop, shaking hands vigorously 
with the female workforce before 
bouncing back into his car. 

In Communist-ruled Calais the 
town hall is not available, so RPR 
militants have draped a local cin- 
ema with tricolour flags for the 
party leader's meeting wife local 
businessmen. 

Chirac’s message is simple: 
France is fa decline, its economy is 
fa shackles because of the Socialist 
government and only a massive 
victory of the rightwing opposition 
can lead it back to recovery. 

He forestalls hostile questions 
about the Channel link to England 
by saying be supports it, though be 
is careful to say he cannot make a 
judgment on the choice of project 
announced fast mouth. 

Asked by a candidate from the 
extreme right-wing National 
Front to justify his support for the 
1981 Socialist abolition of die 
death penalty, Chirac admits he is 
in a minority within his owu party, 
but defends his stand on ethical 
grounds. 

He appeab to RPR supporters 


not to waste their votes on the Nat- 
ional Front fa tiie March 16 ele- 
ctions, telling them tiie anti-’ 
immigrant far right damages Fra-’ 
nee’s image fa tbe world. 

Those who know Chirac well' 
say his aggressive, ruthless image 
conceals one of Franoe’s most 
human, soft-hearted politicians. 
Occasionally the public mask 
slips, but not for long. 

Chirac promises his audience of 
traders and small businessmen a 
"dean break with Socialism” after 
the election, with low« taxes and 
freedom from price and e x c h a n ge 
controls. 

He accuses the government of 
ddaying price rises to make its inf- 
lation record look better than it is. 
The punchline comes when he 
Cells his audience: “The price of a 
ride on the Pars metro is going to 
go up — on March 17.” 

His lunchtime audience, which 
includes several hundred farmers, 
gets a similar pep-talk, laced with 
denunciations of “scandalous” 
European Community mfifc quo- 
tas. 


Chirac, his schedule running 
late, has no time for lunch and has 
a sandwich in bis car as the mot- 
orcade speeds through t he rai- 
nsoaked fiat fields to his next eng- 
agement 

After ldssfag a pretty woman at 
a supermarket and shaking cou- 
ntless bauds fa the UHe suburbs, 
he speeds off to a Gaollist town 
hall for a news conference and 
another meeting with bus- 
inessmen. 

The message is the same — a 
dose of liberalism for tiie eco- 
nomy, and a cut fa hi gh taxes and 
social charges which “have turned 
France into a Socialist state.” 

But his liberalism has its limit s. 
He assures a worried small sho- 
pkeeper that as mayor of Paris for 
lime years he has not allowed the 
bu i l din g of a single large sup- 
ermarket. 

For tiie third or fourth t ime that 
day , he talks about foe priceof the 
Paris metro ticket, which he soys 
the government has decided to 
raise in price — d ramatis pa use — 
on March i7. 


■ Next stop is a local radio station . 
for an interview and a cold buffet 
(firmer at which Chirac can refax & 
for an hour, ea ting and telling wis- 
ecracks at his usual breakneck 
speed. 

Then conies the highpomtof the 
day, a rally fa Socialist-ntied Lille v 
where thousands of RPR militants 
chant Chirac' s name as be enters -* , 
the hall 

Maurice Schu mann, one of de, 
Gaulle’s wartime followers and 
one of his closest mfinsterial aides .. 
in the 1960s, wa rms up the and- . 

ienee with an appeal to the historic 
Gaulfist tradition of "a certaia 
ideaof France." ■ 

Reminding his ■ audience that < 
LQIe was the General’s birthplace,. 
Schumann haite Chirac as a wor- 
thy successor to the dead leader . - 
“who watches but does nbtsleep.” 
Another historic GaxdS&t fig- .*• 

lire, Albfa Chalandon. who beads 

foe local RPR ^ of canfodatw* 
defivere a personal eulogy pf QU’, . -' 
rac as “ a man of diameter and • 
courage” and “a of theheart,' . 

devoted to hfe friends*? V- * 

■ - • i&v." - '' 
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For impresario of little circus, life under big top means forever 

87 Joy Asdtenbacb on a new act, gold and white “Hv- 

-- National Geographic * ing statues," for the circus' 


By Joy Asdteobadh 

National Geographic' 

WASHINGTON —Had be ran 
away with the circus, Howard 
TtbbaJfc would not have been a 
down, lion trainer,' trapeze artist, 
or even a ringmaster. 

What enchanted him from the 
age of 7 — when he first watched 
one of the great circus trains roll 
into u West Virginia town during a 
visit to his 'grandparents in die 
surumerof‘43 was bow“a great 
big monster of an organisation, 

1 300 people and all those ani- 
mals, could move into a vacant lot 
one day, set up ail those tents, put 
on a show for several thousand 
patrons, and the next day it would 
all be gone. It was unbelievable! I 
still can't believe it,” he says at age 

If Howard Tfobals had joined 
the circus, he probably would have 
been the train boss or the tra- 
nsporta lion chief. Even better, he 
says, "the -layout foreman, the 
man who went to the lot the day 
before, deckled where eveiything 
was to gp, and put the coloured 
flags down as markers.” 

Circus 'rough life’ 

Tibbals, now one of the cou- 
ntry’s largest manufacturers of ' 
parquet flooring, never traveled 
with the circus, he says, because he 
realised that although it looked 
like fun, it was really* 'a verv rough 
life.” 

Instead, he has spent 30 years of 
spare time in his hometown of 
Oneida, Tenn., carving and col-' 
lecting nearly a million pieces to 
create his own miniature circus 
world. Howard Bros. Circus, the 
“Biggest Little Show on Earth,” 
captures, the 1930s golden era of 
Ringling under the Big Top. 

“No circus inside a building 
ever interested me.” he explains. 
“They’re just smelly ice shows.” 
In the. travelling Howard Bros. 
Circus, it is forever a life of saw- 
dust and canvas. 

Sitting under die 35-foot-long; 
Big Top that be sewed himself, 
Tibbals puts the finishing touches 


on a new act, gold and white “liv- 
ing statues," for the circus’ 
seven-month run of free per- 
formances at the National Geo- 
graphic Society in Washington. 
D.L„ from Dec. 5 through June 
1966. 

Like the real circuses that par- 
aded through Tibbals' boyhood, 
his own Howard Bros. Circus is a 
masterpiece of organisation — 
and magic. It arrives by model 
train, fitting neatly into 122 wag- 
ons on 47 flatbed and stock can. It 
features everything from the Big 
Top and a travelling zoo to sid- 
eshows. midway, concession 
stands, back lot, dining tent, reh- 
earsal areas, rest tent, and dre- 
ssing tent. 

* Authentic to the tiniest detail 
and accurate at three- 
qua rters-of-an -inch -to- the -foot 
scale, the miniature cLrus req- 
uires 15,000 stakes, nearly five 
miles of rigging cord, seating for 
850 in the dining tent, 64)00 ind- 
ividual knives, forks, and spoons, 
and 1,300 to 1,400 employees, 
from performers to roustabouts. 

Realism real challenge 

Authenticity, that’s the .cha- 
llenge. Tibbals says. And just like 
its real-life counterparts, his circus 
is constantly growing, adding acts 
and animals, changing costumes, 
and improving equipment and fac- 
ilities. 

“I never quit.” Tibbals says, 
vrorking as he talks. “If Tra bui- 
lding a circus wagon, -I go to sleep 
looking at photographs of old 
wagons. 1 keep them oa the night 
stand beside me. Eveiything I see 
I wonder.* Where can I use this?” 

. In his hands, hundreds of 
thimble -like salt and pepper sha- 
kers saved from airline meals have 
been transformed into blue water 
buckets for the circus. Dome- 
shaped silder caps from deodorant 
sticks have been turned upside- 
down for the bottoms of steam 
kettles in the cookhouse. Velvety 
red cattails from a flowersbop are 
plumes for circus horses. Small 
metal caps from cans of floor wax 
double as feeding pans for ani- 


Howard Tibbals didn’t ran away with the drens as a boy. He started 
creating his own. For the past 30 years, he has been carving and 
coUectfaig hundreds of thousands of pieces to stage the “Biggest Little 
Show on Earth.” Headquartered in Us hometown of Oneida, Tenn., 


the traveTfeg nicies nre Sowart: ? 
feral Gccgraphir Society's Excicrc 
oc&h i re?. 


-v't. “frees is playing at tiw Nnt- 
rs ’-lei* in '■ aiir.z.'oa, D.C\, thr- 


raals. 

What Tibbals can’t buy or 
carve, paint, and make himself, he 
designs and commissions for pro- 
duction. Eor example, the 7,000 
individual folding chairs for spe- 
ctators in the Big Top are min- 
iature replicas of Ringing chairs. 
To get exact measurements, he 
studied old photographs, using a 
magnifying glass to count the cha- 
irs, dividing the number into the 
tent's known dimensions. 

Howard Tibbals has put his 
boyhood dreams into the Big Top. 
A seven-year-old’s version was 
one of the first circus structures he 


made in his grandparents’ yeard in 
Fairmont, W. Va. He cut up his 
grandmother's old sheets and tied 
them with bits of string from his 
grandfather's homemade ball of 
twine. He used lollipop and Pop- 
side sticks and toy trucks. *Td 
play circus all su mmer," he recalls. 

Back lot sneak 

During summers in high school. 
Tibbals would hitch a ride on one 
of his father's flooring-company 
trucks to catch up with a circus in 
Columbus, Ohio. He took along a 
ca mera and spent all day sneaking 


about the buck lot. 

Finally in college, while stu- 
dying wood technology and eng- 
•inccring at North Carolina State 
Unrvcr>in ir. Raleigh, lie came 
upon the best miniature circus he 
had ever seen. Its creator. Harold 
Dunn, was so impressed with Tib- 
bals' interest and enthusiasm that 
the two began an association that 
continues today. 

Howard Tibbals wasn’t bum 
with the circus in his blood. None 
of his ancestors ever joined one. 
he says, and nunc of his s>;\ chi- 
ldren shows nny interest in cir- 
cuses. Kis house, be admits, had 


been me a three -ring circus until he 
built a 4(/-iY*nt-by-25-foot 

climate -cun trolled addition to 
store his creations anJ his col- 
lection of real circus memorabilia 
— a half- in >1 (ion photographs. 
7. 5 00 posters, programmes, boo- 
klets. and heralds, and more than 

1.000 bonks. 

Tibbals blames it is circus pas- 
sion on life in a rural community of 

3 .000 in northern Tennessee near 
the Kentucky line. “There's not- 
hing to Jo in :c;:l town. I- forced 
me to have a desire to do som- 
ething beside-, just the family flo- 
oring b*j thess” 


Portable satellite terminal opens new co 
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By Brian Mooney 

Reuter 

LONDON - Think of the rem- 
otest part of the' world — the. top 
of Everest, the middle of the &&■ 
ara..— and imagine sending and 
receiving instant messages there 
with no telephone, no radio and 
no telex. It can now be done. 

An Internationa] group based in 
London has developed a portable 
satellite terminal which it says can 
transmit and receive written text 
just about anywhere in the world. 

“This will work anywhere pro- 
vided there is an unimpeded view 
to a satellite, either in the open or 
by a window,” the designer Hans 
Christian Haugli told Reuters. 

Haugii developed the system, 
which fibs into a briefcase, with a 
team of fellow engineers at the 
London headquarters of the Int- 
ernational Maritime Satellite 
Organisation. INMARSAT. 

For journalists working off 
base, faced with the constant pro- 


blem of having to find a telephone 
or telex to get their stories out, the 
system has awesome potential. 

They could report directly and 
instantaneously from remote war 
.fronts, earthquake stricken cities, 
or airline crash,sjtes without even 
thinking about a telephone. 

- Businessman, likewise, could 
have access to their desk- top 
computers or market reports whe- 
rever they are , on an In chan Ocean 
beach or a yacht cruising in the 
Mediterranean. 

Hauglfs system, known simply 
as * ‘Standard C\ consists of a box 
the size of a large detergent pack 
with an omni-directional antenna 
bulging out of a plastic bubble at 
one end. It connects to a small bat- 
tery pack and a mini computer 
keyboard. 

■ Including batteries, the set wei- 
ghs 11.5 kdomgraras. 

“We are not aware of anyone 
else who has built something so 
small for civil use,” Haugli, a 
30-year-old Norwegian, said. 

The next size up in satellite ter- 


minals packs into two large sui- 
tcases. 

"Most people think of satellite 
terminals as large, heavy and 
bulky. INMARSAT set out to 
show 4hafc. it I s possible to make 
something small and easily por- 
table,” Haugli explained. 

INMARSAT was set up in 1979 
as an intergovernmental agency to 
create a global satellite com- 
munications system for shipping. 

It now has 44 member nations, 
which include the United States, 
the Soviet Union, Britain and 
Japan, and is developing a second 
generation of satellites capable of 
handling aviation as well as mar- 
itime communications. 

INMARSAT operates satellites 
for both private companies and 
national telecommunications aut- 
horities. 

It runs on a not-for-profit basis 
and is funded by members in pro- 
portion to their use of the satellites 
which cover virtually the entire 
globe apart from the North and 
South Poles. 


INMARSATS Swedish dir- 
ector general Olof Lnndberg told 
Reuters the group would spend 
$2 billion on up to nine new 
satellites planned to go into orbit 
in the next decade. 

• One of the many spinoffs from 
development of an aeronautical 
network will be a system that will 
enable airline passengers to make 
telephone calls or key into their 
personal computers while flying 
anywhere in the world except over 
the polar icecaps. 

This is die sort of service -cur- 
rently available through INM- 
ARSAT’S maritime com- 
munications network which pro- 
vides voice, data and facsimile 
links to 4,000 ships and oD rigs 
worldwide. 

Lundberg said he ultimately 
envisaged every large ship in the 
world connecting into the system. 

He saw similar growth potential 
in aeronautical satellite com- 
munications, a sector which 
INMARSAT was only cleared to 
enter at its annual conference last 


October. 

Satellite networks would pro- 
vide airliners with improved 
communications for weather, rou- 
ting and traffic .reports in areas 
where conventional radio rec- . 
eption is poor. . 

Instructions and information 
from ground computers could be 
relayed to aircraft in flight, Lur.- 
dberg said. 

Computers on board airliners 
could also be finked via satellites 
to earth stations, making flight 
recorders virtually redundant by 
providing a ground monitor of all 
information stored in them, Lun- 
dbenr added. 

INMARSAT says satellite 
cumrir:K:rf5 ; -*n« are expanding 
fast in pr:: r ’•ecair.e eye* ems are 
beginain : *c c-.->» '> -s. Ter mmols 
on shirs which s:^r;c« fsv 
years ago -u ’,70.? OT r.r* 
down to 2* :?u ! e at- v *20.0 , . : 9. 

The “Standard C ' portable 
terminal would cost about $5,000 
in its present form which Haugli 


said could be improved. 

“We were not trying to develop 
a commercial product. We just 
wanted to demonstrate the con- 
Haugli said. 

mu The battery pack, which weighs 
■five kilos for example, could be 
made smaller and more powerful, 
be said. 

The dry cell batteries currently 
provide sufficient power for two 
hours of transmission or eight 
hours of reception. 

“If you couldn't recharge you 
could operate the system from a 
car battery,” Haugli said. 

The designer said there was 
nothing revolutionary about his 
system, except the size. 

“We used off-the-shelf tec- 
hnology,” he explained. 

Under present international 
emulations, the system would 
require a licence to operate in 
countries. Experts say some 
. - : « a »s would regard it as a 

serious threat to state control of 
telecommunications. 


Police step up hunt for elusive Green River killer 


By John Hessburg 

. Reuter. 

SEATTLE — The skulls, skeletal 
remains and other bite of evidence 
have surfaced in scattered loc- 
ations in two states, discovered by 
a variety of people — an explorer 
scout on a hike, a teacher out for a 
walk with two students, a cem- 
etery worker and others. 

The first bodies turned up in the 
summer erf .2982, floating in the 
Green River south of Seattle, and 
the most recent remains were 
found a few weeks ago near a. 
cemetery in the Seattle suburb of 
Auburn. ’ 

So far the dead total 34 wo men 
— many of them linked to pro- 
stitution and all believed slain by a 
murderer dubbed the “Green 
River killer." Police have a list of 
another 21 missing young women 
and girls they fear may also be vic- 
tims. 

Seattle police. Captain Frank 
Ada rason , head of a task force try- 


ing to track'down the killer, said in 
an interview that detectives have 
cleared 231 potential suspects 
since 1 984 . and questioned or inv- 
estigated scores of other people. 

Although the kilter is still at 
large. Adamson says his task force 
is malting progress in sifting thr- 
ough the massive amount of inf- 
ormation that has burdened it for 
several years. 

Nine full-time clerks are exp- 
ected to be hired this year to pro- 
cess the mountains of data. Their 
tools will include a 200,000 -dollar 
computer purchased specifically 
for the task. 

Detectives have collected 6,500 
pieces of evidence, including 
about 600 sets of fingerprints. 
Adamson said. 

** We do not feel at wit’s end. We 
feci there is a lot of progress,” he 
added. 

He and his Seattle investigators 
got a big boost in January when 
the Federal Bureau of Inv- 
estigation (FBI) assigned 10 age- 
nts permanently to the case, joi- 
ning 46 local officers already try- 


ing to solve it. 

The fact that many of the vic- 
tims were prostitutes who had no 
strong family ties has complicated 
the investigation. Most of them 
worked a strip of hotels near the 
Seattle -Tacoma Internationa! 
Airport. 

The FBI first became interested 
in the Green River killer in the 
summer of 1984, after the bodies 
of two women were discovered 
near Portland, Oregon, five hours’ 
drive south of Seattle. 

Investigators decided there was 
a strong likelihood that the victims 
in Washington State and Oregon 
had been killed by the same per- 
son, adding the possibility of int- 
erstate crime — a federal offence 
— to the mystery. 

Before the FBI was called in, 
women's groups had asserted that 
the murders were not being taken 
seriously because many of the vic- 
tims were prostitutes. 

Authorities in King County, 
embracing Seattle, have budgeted 
$2 3 million for this year towards 
solving the. case. Another $1 


million is earmarked for the nine 
clerks. 

The amount spent on the case 
by the end of the year will total 
more than b!0 million. 

Task force member Lieutenant 
Jackson Beard said that in the lat- 
est find, in Auburn, there was evi- 
dence of three bodies. In the past, 
the killer has dumped up to six 
bodies at a time in clusters at rem- 
ote sites. 

Of the remains that have been 
identified, the victim who dis- 
appeared most recently was a Sea- 
ttle teenaeer last seen in early 
1984. 

Police refuse to say much about 
. the modus operandi of the killer 
for fear of tipping him off about 
how much they have learned. 

Oregon State police published a 
drawing in November of a possible 
suspect, based on a description fcy 
a teenager who said a man had 
picked her up in a Portland sub- 
urb. She said he tried to strangle 
her, then left her for dead. 

Police said the assailant was a 
white male' in his 20s. 


Australia’s richest man aims for the biggest prize of all 


By Francis Daniel 

' Rauer 

SYDNEY — ‘ Robert Holmes A 
Court, attempting to pul! off Aus- 
tralia's biggest corporate coup, 
says his pursuit is not wealth but 
success. 

At 48, he. has .already est- 
ablished himself as the richest man 
in the land. He now wants the lar- 
gest prize^ . Broken Hill Pro- 
prietary Co. Ltd. (BHP). 

. He sent. shock waves through 
tite ievestmg and financial com-: 
nmnityhere and abroad on Feb, 4 
wheaTfeo launched a 534 bilSoa 
bid for the grant co ngl omerate . 

.The- directors-. a vast 

steel, bufldmg, engineering, min- 


erals and oil group, poured scorn 
on his offer, advising their sha- 
re hold ere to drop it like n hot pot- 
ato. . 

Hohnes A Court, who Hkes to 
project the view that there is no 
magk in business, appears trap?' 
erturbed He told the BHP board 
he would forgive them but made 
clear that the battle is far from 
over. 

: Holmes A Court, -already has 
nearly 19 per centof BHP through 
his Bell group of companies, 
which has interests in media, ent- 
ertainment, transport, quarrying, 
concrete, oil and gas exploration. 

Hk-bid, if successful, would inc- 
rease Us stake to 40 per cent and 
make him the biggest shareholder 


in a company which employs 
50,000 people in three states and 
remains a major engine of growth 
for Australia’s economy. 

Investment analysts cautioned 
against discounting Holmes A 
Court, who has managed to gamer 
a 2-5 trillion dollar ($1.8 bflfion 
U-S.) line of credit for his assault 

Hohnes A Court; whose per- 
sonal wealth is estimated at over 
300 million dollars (210 million 
U.S.), has proved himself a cor- . 
porate genius, building up Bell 
from a debt-ridden company in 
the 1970s to a substantial mul- 
tinational today. 

Bell records! a profit of 65.7 
. million dollars (46 million U-S.jin 
the 1984-85 financial year oa a 


turnover of more than 700 million 
(490 mifion U.S.). 

Holmes A Court has earned a 
reputation for bidding for com- 
panies and bowing out with a pro- 
fit when he failed in takeover bat- 
tles — as with Australia’s dom- 
estic airline Ansett, the livestock, 
food and beverages giant elders, 
and Britain's Rolls-Royce. 

Yet he told a leading financial 
journalist: “Money is not an end 
in itself personal money js an 
illusory firing. Yon do not need 
very much, really, nobody does. 

Hohnes A Court, a soft-spoken 
tycoon who dislikes being known 
as a risk-taking corporate raider, 
Is frill of self-confidence. 




JTV preview 



John Bolder, alias J TV previewer, had an accident on Wednesday 
night which has confined him to bed. While his column will not 
appear this week ire hope Johnny will soon appear in person at the 
Jordan Times and that his eohunn will appear next week. 


Kyoto, Japan’s ancient 
capital, combats its slums 



KYOTO Japan — Kyoto, Japan's 
ancient capital and tourist Mecca 
that more than 408,000 foreigners 
visited in 1984, has vowed to fin- 
ally bury the skeleton in its closet. 

Because of its irreplaceable his- 
toric and art treasures. Kyoto was 
one of the few Japanese cities that 
was not bombed during World 
War II. The city was established in 
794 A.D. and was the home for 
the Imperial court until 1S6S. 

It is doited with about 1.600 
temples and hundreds of Shinto 
shrines, many of which either 
house or are themselves national 
treasures. 

AH is nor traditional beauty and 
splendor in Kyoto, however. Four 
districts along the city's East 9th 
Street, south of Kyoto Station, 

| consist of wooden tenements and 
1 a labyrinth of narrow lanes and 
I dead-end alleys. 

Originally built to acc- 
ommodate trash collectors and 
hired help, rooms in the ten- 
ements are only 9 square yards, 
with common sanitary facilities 
along dimly lit hallways. In the 
early part of the century the area 
became the home for indigents. 

In the immediate post-war 
years, warehouses and cubby 
i boles were hastily partitioned to 
house swarmsof homeless people. 

At the time of the 1 965 national 
census, there were 63.603 inh- 
abitants to a square kilometre, 
exceeding Osaka’s notorious 
Airin slum area by 5.000 people 
per square kilometre. Although 
by 1980 the population density of 
the East 9th Street area decreased 
by half, it was still 1 5 times that of 
the rest of Kyoto. 

Fifteen and a half per cent of the 
area's population is over 65 years 


old. cumpared with 10-5 per cent 
for the rest of the city. Nearly 30 
per ccm of die inhabitants arc of 
Korean ancestry. 

With a huge national athletic 
meet scheduled in Kyoto in I MRS 
and the city's 1200th anniversary 
in 1994. the south exit of Kyoto 
Station is to become the main 
"gate" of the city. A shopping 
mall and a new hotel are sch- 
eduled to open this spring across 
from the station. But red- 
evelopment has not penetrated 
the district, only a few hundred 
yards away. 

After a major fire In August 
1967. the late Mayor Tomii app- 
ointed Professor Jyoji Ocurt 
Doshisha University to rec- 
ommend improvements that could 
be made during the mayor's term 
in office. 

A public hath house and nur- 
sery were builr. a public service 
officer was assigned to the area, 
fire alarms were installed and 
some of the shabbiest tenements 
were tom down to accommodate a 
2.U(l0-square- metre fire-escape 
plaza. 

Last year. Ogura and Professor 
Hiroshi Mimura of Kyoto Uni- 
versity. who say the metropolitan 
government has had a “do- 
nothing” attitude in the last 2u 
years, made new r c c - 
ommendations. Based on these, 
the government is to make its pro- 
posal public by the middle of this 
year and it should include plans 
for alternate housing and sub- 
sidised loans. 

City officials say that this time 
the city is determined to succeed 
in making its back door cleaner, 
safer and more presentable for the 
coming years. — Asahi Newsser- 
vice feature. 
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Glue Ssf 

in western societies 


By Thomas Vinsor Wolgast 

A 1 5-year-oI J boy in the intensive 
can? unit of a Ha nburg hospital 
who al nost died after sniffing glue 
was asked whether he had now 
had enough , and. A’ds* prepared to 
give it up. \V_. 

He told the doctor he wasn't 
sure, but would probably do it 
again: 

"So nehoworotherllikeit.and 
sooneror later I' n going to sniff so 
nuch that it finishes ne off." 

this co meat shows what a 
hard tine narcotics consultants 
and welfare workers have in dea- 
ling with addiction both among 
hard drug addicts, who are nostly 
adults, and with kids who si nply 
sniff glue. 

The boy was quoted at a nun- 
icipal youth department con- 
ference in Ha nburg on how to 
help sniffers. Education cou- 
nsellors. teachers, social workers 
and police officers spent two Jays 
discussing the subject 

It is an addiction that has been 
known to exist for years and reg- 
ularly led to headlines such as 
"Child Choked to Death in Plastic 
Bag” but clearly has yet to be sta- 
tistically and scientifically cov- 
ered. 

Statistics on glue sniffing, off- 
icially known as solvent abuse, are 
virtually non-existent. Dr. Rainer 
Iho nasius. who has dealt with the 
.subject for years, told the con- 
ference detailed figures on the 
ex tent of addiction were not ava- 
ilable. 

All that was known was that it 
occurred in all Western ind- 
i ustriaKsed countries and in a 
j number of East Block countries 
too. 

rhe reason for this non- 
availability of statistics is that nost 
child and juvenile sniffers go unn- 
o-icad. They only co Tie to light as 
a result of unusual behaviour such 
as accosting people on the street, 
being caught stealing or suddenly 
losing consciousness. 

So me figures were nonetheless 
quoted, nainly from the United 
States and W'est Berlin, where 
glue sniffing presents the aut- 
horities with particularly acute 
proble ns. 

In the United States an est- 
i nnted seven nil lion children and 
juveniles sniff now and then. In 
Berlin there are an estimated 
2.000 chrome addicts. 

Beilin sniffers are said to use 
between 125 and 1,000 gra ms of 
glue, solvent or other substance a 
day. 

. They are aged seven to 1 7. and 
ihey have been sniffing for bet- 
ween three months and 10 years. 

Between 1972 and 1981 fifty- 
two deaths due to sniffing were 
registered by the Bun- 
ieskri nimtlu ru, or Federal CID. 
in Wiesbaden. 

The Hamburg conference was 
told that although more recent 
figures are no t available, addiction 
is definitely on the increase. 

Children and young people 
choke to death with their heads in 
plastic bags because the fumes 
they inhale make them lose con- 
sciousness. 


Children suffer cardiac arrest or 
die as a resultof their brains slowly 
shrinking. 

A wide range of substances is 
used by sniffers. Ihcy are sub- 
stances found in every ho ne and 
can be bought inexpensively in vir- 
.tuaily any ’shop. 

Ihcy include glues, thinner, 
paint, nail varnish and stain re tr- 
over. deodorant and even petrol. 

They all contain substances that 
have a hallucinatory effect. such as 
alcohol, esters, aromatic hyd- 
rocarbons and nitriles. 

A relative newcorier is spr- 
aycan gas. which reduces the oxy- 
gen count in air breathed and has 
an effect si nilar to that of altitude 
sickness in the nounfuins. 

Dr. Iho nasius distinguished 
between various singes of sniffing. 
First co nes a state of excite nent. 
then optic and acoustic changes in 
the perceived environ nent. i.e. 
hallucinations. 

At this stage sniffers unv sec a 
garden hose as :* wriggling snake 
and a nurky strea n as a glen nina 
gold '7 rr.«r or h-: - :: :• chorus of 
trumpets rather than the sound of 
car horns blaring. 

viost sniffers develop “under 
the influence” a sense of euphoria 
and superiority out of all relation 
to their true situation. 

They nay feci they arc sus- 
pended in nid-nir and other peo- 
ple are only a few inches tail. 

So ne sniffers, he said, saw the- 
nselves as on 21 par with co nie 
strip heroes such as Super nan and 
accordingly took leave of the real 
world and the difficulties it pre- 
sented. 

Sniffing glue isn't the ninor off- 
ence nany’young people feel it is. 
Kids in particular have little or no 
Idea of the health hazard posed by 
regular or excessive sniffing. The 
chemicals inhaled have a det- 
rimental effect on the central ner- 
vour syste ti and destroy inner 
organs such as the kidneys, liver 
and heart. 

The destruction of brain e-jits 
lea Js ro what he called :t process of 
progressive denentia am! can 
cause paralysis of tire legs and 
ar ns. 

Typical sy iqMo re. that ought to 
be heeded by parents and teache rs 
are disturbance of cquflibriu n, 
slow speech, eye flutiering, nu n- 
bness and apathy to the point of 
unconsciousness, euphoria and. in 
advanced states, the shakes and 
chronic inflan nation of the 
nouth and nose. 

Nearly all sniffers are lower- 
class. the Ha nburg gathering rev- 
ealed. They almost always come 
froU problem fa milies and lack 
material and, above all. e notional 
support. 

Vtony youngsters later switch 
from sniffing glue to taking hard 
drugs. 

Charlotte Koettgen. head of the 
Hamburg labour and welfare 
department's youth psychology 
and psychiatry service, says sni- 
fters are “children without a 
lobby. “Their parents often have 
problems of their own to face and 
cannot as a rale be expected to be 
much help. - Frankfurter All- 
gpmeme Zeitung 









New Zealand yacht sails 
to upset in 12-metre race 


FREMANTLE, Australia (AP) — Skipper Chris 
Dickson steered his radical fiberglass yacht New 
Zealand to a stunning upset Friday in the first race of 
the World 12-Metre Sailing Championships. 


Dickson led from start to finish, 
staving off a last-minute challenge 
from John Kolius at the helm of 
the New York Yacht Gub's Ame- 
rica n, which finished 19 seconds 
behind after clawing back 13 sec- 
onds in a fierce tacking duel on the 
final leg of the race. 


Australia n and Australia m 
battled it out for third place. 

Australia II, the boat that won 
the America’s Cup for Australia in 
1983, narrowly took third place, 1 
minute, 18 seconds behind Ame- 
rica n. The finish was subject to a 
series of protests to be heard by 


the race committee. 

The white-hulled New Zealand 
surprised yachtsmen with its speed 
on all points of sailing in winds 
that started at 14 knots and gusted 
up to 19 during the Tace. 

The winning boat and an ide- 
ntical 12-metre are the first to be' 
built in New Zealand and the first 
in the world ever constructed of 
fiberglass. All the other 12s in the 
14-boat fleet ate made of alu- 
minum. 

The second New Zealand boat 
finished well back in ninth place. 


uverton hopes to enlarge its lead 


LONDON (R) — Champions 
Evenon expect to welcome back 
four key players from injury for 
Saturday's trip to Watford as they' 
attempt to consolidate their lead 
in the English First Division. 

England striker Gary Lineker. 
Scotland forward Graeme Sharp, 
centre back Kevin Rate [iff e and 
winger Kevin Sheedy all missed 
the midweek Super Cup draw at 
Tottenham to stay at Goodison 
Park for treatment for their nig- 
gling injuries. 

The move seems to have wor- 
ked and, with midfielder Paul 
Brace we 11 also recovering well, 
Everton are returning to full- 
strength at just the right time to 
build on the one-point, lead they 
took over Manchester United last 
weekend. 

Everton's surge to the top after 


an undistinguished start to the 
season is reminiscent of their form 
last season when they eventually 
won the championship by a street 

But Watford, with England's 
John Barnes in superb form, are a 
formidable force at home and they 
received a welcome boost by rea- 
ching the fifth round of the F-A. 
Cup Thursday night, beating 
Manchester City 3-1. 

United, who have played one 
game less than Everton, will give 
new signing Terry Gibson his first 
full game in their televised match 
against Liverpool on Sunday. 

Striker Gibson, who cost 
S580.000 from Coventry, will play 
in attack instead of Denmark's 
Jesper Olsen, who wiD move back 
to midfield to replace captair 
Bryan Robson. 

Robson is suspended for twe 


games following his sending of] 
against Sunderland in the FA. 
Cup fourth round. 

Liverpool manager Kenny Dal- 
glish is expected to resume his 
place on the trainers' bench, des- 
pite a fine goal against Norwich in 
tbe midweek Super Cup game, if 
Ian Rush recovers in time from a 
thigh injury. 

Chelsea will stOI be without 
their strikers Kerry Dixon, who is 
injured, and David Speedie (sus- 
pended) for their home game with 
Oxford. 


Heavy snow in many parts of 
the country and low temperatures 
— the temperature in London was 
expected to fall as low as minus 10 
degrees Celsius Friday night — 
could result in a large number of 
postponements Saturday. 


Connors finds he has to work harder 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (R) — 
Top seeds Jimmy Connors and 
Stefan Edberg won in straight sets 
Thursday to lead an advance of 
seven seeded players into the qua- 
rterfinals of the $315,000 U.S. 
Indoor Tennis Championships. 

Number one seed Connors beat 
15th -seeded fellow- American 
Matt Anger 6-4, 6-2. while the 
second-seeded Edberg easily def- 
eated his Swedish compatriot 
Peter Lundsrcn. seeded ’ 6th. 6- 1 . 
6 - 2 . 


Other seeds advancing were 
Anders Jarryd of Sweden (3), and 
Americans Kevin Curren (4), Paul 
Annaoone (6). Johan Kxiek (7) 
and Brad Gilbert (S). 

The lone non-seed to reach the 
final eight was qualifier Mikael 
Pemfors of Sweden, who beat 
Sammy Giammaiva of tbe U.S. 
6-3, 6-3. Pemfors, ranked 157th 
in the world, had already ousted 
American Ken Flach and Thierry 
Tulasnc of France, the 1 1th seed. 

Connors had a much easier time 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
WATER AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 
CONTRACTS 

9/86/General.Contract/Amman ■ 
10 / 86 /General Contract/ Greater Amman 
11/86/General Contract/North 


Water Authority of Jordan invites contractors from the 
member countries of the World Bank, Taiwan and Swi- 
tzerland and the contractors of the Hashemite Kin- 
gdom of Jordan who have been prequalified at the 
Ministry of Public Works of Jordan as general, first and 
second class water and sewerage and general and first 
buildings and roads together to submit bids for the 
installation of small pipes diameter in different areas of 
the contracts above. 


Bids are due not later than 12:00 noon Jordan local 
time, Sat. March 8th, 1986. Tender documents are ava- 
ilable at rate of JD 100 non-refundable. 


Foreign contractors are asked to submit pre- 
qualification data on their firms on or before Feb. 13th 
1986 and they will be noi»f«*d whether to submit a bid 
oi r.Oi oil reo. 16th 1986. 


Eng. M.S. Kilani 
President 
Water Authority 


against Anger than he did in his 
opening match against Ramesh 
Krishnan of India, who held five 
match points before succumbing. 

"I played better than 1 did the 
other night and lifted my game a 
little bit,” Cbnnors said. “I just 
have to play myself into shape and 
get down to work.” 

Connors admitted, however, 
that playing winning tennis was 
not as easy as it used to be. 

“I have to work harder now 
than I did five or 10 years ago,” he 
said. “When you're young you can 
go out and do whatever you want 
to, come in at two or three in die 
morning and it doesn't affect you. 
Now if I play a late match and 
don't get to bed until two it might 
take me two or three days ttVYec- 
uperate.” - ■ ; 



RISING TO THE OCCASION! Amman midfielder Jamal 
Abu Abed (white shirt) leaps to head the baH away from a Damascus 
defender daring Friday’s friendly match at Amman Stadium* Amman 
won the game 1-0. (Photo by Yoosef Ai 4 Allan) 


Witherspoon may lose 
WBA heavyweight title 


NEW YORK (R) — A top official 
of the World Boxing Association 
said Thursday that Tim Wit- 
herspoon may be stripped of bis 
heavyweight title because he used 
marijuana before w innin g the 
crown from Tony Tubbs. 

Should the WBA take such act-, 
ion, the title would revert to 
Tubbs, according to Alberto Ale- 
man, chairman of the WBA's 
Championship Committee. 

In a telephone interview from 
the WBA offices in Panama City. 
Aleman told Reuters that the 
WBA expected to make a decision 
in about two weeks. 


Ipswich falls 
to West Ham 


LONDON (R) — West Ham fin- 
ally secured their English Football 
Association (F.A.) Cup fifth 
round place against Manchester 
United Thursday — 321 minutes 
into their fourth round tie against 
Ipswich. 

Tony Co tree’s 16th goal of the 
season in die 21st minute of extra 
time in the second replay earned 
the Londoners a shot at the Cup 
holders after a goalless 90 min- 
utes. 

Cottee, who hit the winner in 
West Ham's 2-1 league victory 
over United on Sunday, pounced 
on the only mistake by Ipswich’s 
tireless midfielder Mark Brennan. 

Cottee, who equalised in the 
1-1 replay on Tuesday, evaded 


goalkeeper Paul Cooper and ful- 
lback Steve McCall and mai- 


ntained his five-match record of 
scoring at Ipswich. 


“If we strip Witherspoon, 
- Tubbs should get the title back,” 
he said. 

Aleman said he had asked the 
Georgia State Boxing Com- 
mission to forward to the WBA 
. Championship Committee all 
documentation relating to drug 
tests administered immediately 
after the fight, which was staged in 
Atlanta. 

“We then, will consult with our 
doctor, Keith Arthur, and make a 
determination,” he said. 

Witherspoon said Wednesday 
that traces of marijuana found in 
his urine right after the January 17 
fight apparently were from mar- 
ijuana be bad smoked at a party in 
late November. 

However, the chief physician 
for the Georgia commission said it 
was extremely unlikely that mar- 
ijuana would remain in a person’s 
body for that long. 


Brazil sees salvation in Santana 


By Sergio Letao 
Reuter 


RIO DE JANEIRO — While 
most coaches tend to discuss foo- 
tball in terms of comnritmenc, 
work rate and character. Tele San- 
tana uses words such as ballet, art- 
istry and passion - 

■That is why soccer romantics 
are celebrating Us return as man- 
ager of the Brazilian World Cup 
squad — a job he swore never to 
take a gpin following the shock 3-2 
defeat against eventual winners 
Italy four years ago. 

Santana, 54, fully realises that 
being national team manager is 
widely regarded as the second 
most important post in Brazil after 
president. Nor will he have for- 
gotten how he was reviled when 
his 1 982 Brazilians returned home 
from Spain. 


Hero one day, villain the next, 
Santana had his copa cabana flat in 
Rio De Janeiro stoned by irate 
fan s while his wife Ivooete was 
plagued by a stream of insulting 
telephone calls. 

The 1 982 tournament lost much 
of its magic when the Brazilians 
departed and Santana summed up 
the feelings of all when' he said: 
“Before foe Italy game, we had 
already been crowned champions 
.by fans dazzled by our skills. Our 
defeat was an accident.” 

But to a country reared on foe 
legends of Pele. Didi and Gar- 
rincha, mere words could never 
relieve the pain. 

Brazil are foe only nation to 
have qualified for every tou- 
rnament since the World Cup 
began in 1930 and their record is 
etched on foe minds of the mil- 
lions of youngsters who dream of 
pulling on the number 10 shirt 
made famous by Pele. 



L’OLIVIER 

Restaurant 


for the first time under 
new management 


offers you and your 
children 


Luxurious buffet lunch 
rich and nourishing 


on Fridays and Sundays 


For reservation call Mr. Samir 
Khalilieh 


Abdoun - Tel: 819564 


AMMAN LITTLE 
LEAGUE 


Results of basketball games played 
February 7 

Juniors 


Istiklal Library 14 
Lego 16 
Mlds 
Marriott 39 
Intenoon 33 

Near East Equipment 22 

Seniors 

Cairo Amman 35 
Sakura 57 


Jordan Express 13 
International Traders 14 


Volvo 12 
Peugeot 21 
Astra 19 


Jolift 28 
Al AMyah 25 




FLAT 1ST FLOOR RENT 

Unfurnished apartment in Shmeisani near the Birds 
Garden: 3 large bedrooms, 1 living room, 1 office 
room. 1 dining room, 1 large kitchen, 2 modem bat- 
hrooms, 2 glassed-verandas with central heating. 

Please call telephone 622180 or 622189 


VACANCY 

For system analyst and programmers In a leading 
computer company. Interested applicants should send 
their CV’s and related documentation 

To: 

The Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box 5139 
Amman - Jordan 


FOR RENT 

Vlodern furnished apartments 

Studio of one bedroon *&B 
One bedroo n. living roo n 
Two bedroom, living/dining roon 

central heating and telephones 

Location Ammrui hetvueen^td and 4th Circles 

Tel. 641443, 642351 

- 







FOR RENT 
Deluxe Furnished Rat 


In an exclusive area in Shmeisani. Consists of three 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, kitchen, 
three bathrooms, central heating, garage, TV and tel- 
ephone in a 2 floor bldg with elevator. 


Contact 664082 Amman 


(Furnished or unfurnished) 

Consisting of two bedrooms, dining room, guest room, sitting room, 
veranda, two bathrooms, large kitchen, separate garden, garage, 
telephone, central heating. 

Location: Western Shmeisani 
Annual rent (furnished) JD 3.000 
(unfurnished) JD 2,600 

Pis. call 665711 from 6-11 a.m. and from 2:00-5:00 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 


Buick centaury, 6 cylinder model 1984, customs UNP- 

AID, covered 30,000 Km. Colour white, full automatic. 


Please call: 812363 


World champions in 1958, 1962 
and 1970, runners-up in 1950. 
third in 1938 and 1978, fourth in- 
1974; ironically, they finished 
only fifth in Spain, though they 
won four games in thrilling fashion 
and suffered just one defeat 

Brazil will make few alt- 
erations to their planning of 16 
years ago when they became out- 
right winners of the original Jules 
JRimet Trophy by beating Italy 4-1 
in the final in Mexico City. 

It seems likely that the team will 
fly to Mexico in early May and 
spend three weeks in Guanajuato 
' for altitude acclimatisation. 

Attracted by the charisma of 
Pele, Toscao, Rivelino, Jaindnho 
and Gerson, Mexican fans ado- 
pted Brazil in 1970 and foe for- 
tunes of their own national team 
were largely ignored. 


„ j, Brazil 

played with the same joyful aba- 
ndon they sometimes reserve for 
Rio’s 200,000 capacity Maracana 
Stadium and the world held its 
breath in admiration. 


Whether Santana’s 1986 Bra- 
zilians play with foe same wizardry 
and invention remains to be seen, 
but be does have over three 
months to put together a team 
capable of beating Spain in their 
opening game in Guadalajara on 
.Jane 1. 

The big question is just what 
line-up Santana has in mind. 

Will he recall his 1982 veterans, 
as he did for the qualifying ties 
against Bolivia and Paraguay last 
year, or will he bring in new blood 
to combine talent and experience 


with physical fitness? 

Critics say foe likes of Zko, 
Socrates and Fakao are too old to 
cope with "the ratified atmosphere 
in Mexico, but Santana is unlikely 
to jettison stub unique tafems 
because of the dates on their birth 
certificates. .. . 

‘Tut certainly not worried 
about age!., for each game I win . 
field the best players,” said San- 
tana. ■ ■ • 

There are also; fears that 1982 
captain Socrates and Zko, both of 
whom have been out of action 
since September due to injury, wiB 
not be fit in tune. 

"It's just too soon to predict 
that., if they prove themselves fit, * 
they will be in my team. If not. • 
they will be replaced. IPs as simple 
as that,” added Santana. 

But Santana's admiration for 
his 1982 team remains und- 
iminished and there is every lik- 
elihood the veterans of Spain will 8 
again comprise the backbone in. 
1986. 

The Joraal Do Brasil new- 
spaper quoted a close friend of 
Santana's as saying he may field 
the following line-up in training: 
Carlos Leandro. Oscar. ' Mozer. 
Branco: Falcao, Socrates, Zko 
Rena to Gaucho, Casa grande, 
Tato. 

But that may change when ka- 
lian exiles Cerezo, Ertinho and 
Junior join the squad some time in 
April. 

Other names almost certain to ^ 
be included are those of goa- 
lkeeper Paulo Victor and strikers 
Careca and foe uncapped Mar- 
inho. 


: . ■ 


Spend A Buck is named 
1985 Horse of the Year 


MIAMI BEACH, Florida (R) — 
Kentucky Derby winner Spend A 
Buck, the second leading tho- 
roughbred moneywinner of ail 
time, Thursday was named winner 
of foe Eclipse Award as North 
American Horse of the Year for 
1985. 

Spend A Buck, who won the 
Eclipse award as champion 
3-year-old colt last month, was a 
unanimous selection by all three 
voting' bodies — the Tho- 
roughbred . Racing Association, 
the National Turf Writers Ass- 
ociation and foe Daily Raring 
Form. 

Proud Truth, winner of the Bre- 
eders' Cup-Classic last November/ 
finished second in the voting. Four 
other Eclipse Award winners also 
received strong support- They 


were Vandlinghara. the 4- 
y ear-old colt who was voted tbe 
Top Older Horse for 1985; Peb- 
bles, the British filly, named last 
month as the outstanding Female 
Turf Runner; Mom's Command, 
tbe champion 3-year-old filly; and 
Prerisionjst, who was voted foe 41 
Top Sprinter. 

In sweeping the first-place votes 
of all three groups. Sprad A Buck 
became foe first horse since John 
Henry in 1981 to be a unanimous 
selection. John Henry, foe all- . 
time leading moneywinner who 
was retired this year, also was 
voted Horse of foe Year in 1984. 

Spend A Buck, now staixfeig az 
stria in Kentucky, set a single sea- 
son earnings record of S3.552.7IW 
while winning five of seven starts 
last year. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED 

Native English speaker preferred. 


Daily work until 7 p.m . 
Salary per month JD 150 


Please contact: 605224, 605225 


\ /3S9 ] 


CHINA 

Economic Press Company 


RESTAURANT 

Your fa,t /rimiilf printer 



For all your commercial , office 


ABOVE HOMAM 

& .student stationery, 
lettertieadlngs, business cards, 
compliment slips, advertising 
leaflets and many more services. 


SUPERMARKET 

Computer Typesetting. 


Take away service available 

What ever your requirements, 
we will meet them. 


Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 

CALL 


and 6:30 - 11:00 

623278 OR 637804 


AQABA 

^\For an Economic Printing Senlc*^ 


Tel: 0331-4415. 
i / 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is 


Open doily 12:00-3:30 pan. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Del 638968 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket " 




Mongolian Ba . 
lunch and dinner 


uct for 


Tell 818214 
Come and taste our. 
specialities 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 pJ it 
6:30 - Midnight 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


die London foreign' exchange and.biiflkiii Fii^^ 


One: 
OneUS. 


One ounce of gold 


1.4042/52 . 

14060/70 

23965/75 ■ 

2.7060/70 

2.0248/58 ' 

48.99/49.04 

73440/90 

1631/1632 

I90.6Q/7Q 

73000/5100 

7.4100/4200 

8.7800/7900 

337.60/338.10 


U3. dollars 

nan arf ptn Hp Tlarg 

West German marks 
Dutch gufldezs 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 


Swedish crowns . 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U3. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R)— Share 
account with « 


s closed higher on the last day of the 
sentiment helped by steadier sterling, dealers said. . 
They noted some buying for the new account winch starts Mon- 
day. At 1542 Friday, the F.T. 30 was 123 up at an intraday high 
of 1,184.2 while the FTSE 100 added 15.6 at 1,4423. 

. Midland Bank closed 60p up at 489 after touching 509 fol- 
lowing an agreed sale of Crocker National to Wells Fargo at an 
estimated $1.08 bflfion. Lloyds was I8p higher at 467 after 472. 

Government bonds steamed at around Vn point lower. Golds 
eased, insurances were higher and North Americans mixed. 

IC2 ended 3p higher at822, BOC added 14p to 315 while Gbao 
was 20p lower at 860. Imperial Group advanced 14p to 269 
awaiting bid developments. Thom EMI was a net 1 Op higher at 
.399 . In a firm construction sector , Taylor Woodrow gamed 20p to 

Distillers rose 20p to 626 after restating its conmntment to die 
agreed merger with Gumness, down 2p at 383 while rival suitor 
fl lost 5p. to 335. 

nuxedofls BJ*. at 551 and Shell at 668 were both up 8p. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. FEB. 8. 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day to wind up 
whatever activities you have been engaged in end need 
to be completed during the day, but do so in such a way 
that you add to such a project a dash of originality. 

' ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get personal affairs well 
handled during the daythne and tarnght be with talen 
persons from who you can learn much. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A good day to 
something to show you are an A-l citizen, and you can 1 
easily impress one who is prominent. - 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You can easily come, 
to a right agreement with a new contact during the 
daytime, but later seek inspiration elsewhere. - 
MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You have pro- 


1 m business win do jtott'a favor. . ■. lj._ . 

LEO (Jut 22 to Aug. 21) Join with partners at some 
project you are engaged in that is profitable during the 
day and then tonight pursue personal interests. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) A good day to find a 
more efficient method for handling routines and get 
more pleasures out of them also. 

LIBRA (Sept. 28 to Oct. 22) Get into activities that 
have pleased you in the past and enjoy them and plan 
to do it more often in the future. 

: SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You can now handle 
many tasks at home pleasantly and get good results. 
Don’t neglect to get your marketing done. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) See those per- 
sons today who can assist you in any way and gain 
cooperation needed. . 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Do whatever will 
'make your possessions more valuable and attractive 
now. Then discuss this with experts. 

- • AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) A good day to state 
your to those who can be of help to you and get 
.right results. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You have an opportuni- 
ty to gain your personal wishes, so think and go after 
them early in the day. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she can 
be quite unusual and different from those around him 
or her so be sore to send to the right schools so that there 

- can be great success during the lifetime, and even fame 
could be achieved. Make sure that the diet is right. 


THE Daily Crossword by iwhy b. Martin 


ACROSS 


S Swamp denton 
- far apart 
9 AitnonlUnna 

14 Rabbit - 

15 RfaaoriUll 
■16 CnwpywMW 
17 Aswan 
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18 Portent 

19 ftattth 

.-20 FmadMog 


23 Ftm 

24 Row 

25 BucLaL 
28 Flp-flop 

30 SSt 

4* Mates 

K n-J.- 

amnnvfr 

37 Omni the 



OHMS Triton* .. 

AftOahta 


8 Impiid 

9 Render 


TKitMw’* Ptoh Sdmrt 




IODoimM 
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Oil ministers review chaotic world situation 


CAIRO, Egypt (Agencies) — Ofl ministers of Ven- 
ezuela, Mexico and Egypt met privately Friday on 
.the chaotic world oil situation as oil ministry sources 
reported a third m^jor Egyptian production cot.. 


Speaking an condition they not 
be identified, the sources said 
Egypt was producing about 

670.000 barrels of crude oil daily, 
23 per cent below its output of 

870.000 barrels just two weeks 
earlier. 

The drop, a third-stage option 
reserved when a two-tier red- 
uction to 720,000 barrels was 
a nn oun c e d on Jan. 27, has not 
been disclosed pabKcfy. . 

Venezuelan Ofl Minister Art- 
uro Hernandez Grisanti, current 
chairman of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and his Mexican cou- 
nterpart Mr. Francisco Labastida 
Ochoa arrived Friday for a quickly 
arranged meeting with the Egy- 
ptian 09 Minister Abdul Hadi 

Kanrtfl 

03 ministry sources said the 
conference was at the request of 
the Venezuelan and the Mexican, 
not Mr. KandiFs, but there was no 
indication what they wanted from 
the Egyptians. 

On arrival, Mr. Hernandez Gri- 
santi said only that they would be 
talking about “recent dev- 
ils m the world market 
[prices.*' 



“They have come to explain 
their vfcws, and I ahull listen to 
them,” Mr. Kandil told reporters. 

Neither Mexico nor Egypt is an 
OPEC member, but both have 
bowed to tile pressure of the cur- 
rent global ail glut with recent sig- 
nificant price cuts. 

Both Mexico and Venezuela 
announced reductions last wee- 
kend after their presidents, Mr. 
Miguel De La Madrid and Mr. 
Jaime Lusmchi, agreed at a sum- 
mit meeting to coordinate pricing 
strategies. 

Egypt earfier had lowered pri- 
ces of its varying grades of crude 
by between S3 30 and $435 a bar- 
rel. . 

■ That decision was taken sim- 
ultaneously with the ratting of 
production, first by 100,000 bar- 
rels a day, then an additional 
50,000 with an option for the final 
50,000 barrels daily that ministry 
sources said now has been imp- 
lemented. 

It was unclear how many days 
the new, lower production figure 
has been in effect. 

Although no figures were ava- 
ilable, ministry sources said the 
production cats were coming mai- 
nly from Egypfs exports rather 
than from ofl consumed dom- 
estically. 

At 870,000 barrels a day, Egypt 
was exporting about half its pro- 
duction. 

Ofl is Egypfs 
source of hard currency 
money sent home by Egyptians 
woikmg ‘ abroad. The market’s 
conditions have caused serious 
concern within President Hosni 
Mubarak’s debt-laden gov- 
ernment because of the pre- 
cipitous drop in ofl receipts the 
country faces. 

Mr. Mubarak said in a late Jan- 
uary magazine interview that 
every drop of $1 a band would 
cost Egypt $70 million a year in 
hard currency, even at production 


levels then in effect. 

Mr. Said Sunbol, editor of the 
state-owned newspaper A1 Akh- 
bar who is highl y respected for his 

economic sources, wrote in mid- 
Januaiy that conditions then pre~ 

SsSSo million this year. 

Egypt’s Economics Minister 
Saltan Abu Ali, addressed the 
problem in an interview published 
Friday. He said steps would have 
to be taken to compensate for 
lower oil prices, eitheroy reducing 
overall imports or increasing pet- 
roleum exports. 

He prefers the second option. 
Mr. Abu- AH told the state-owned 
A1 Abram newspaper, and it can 
be done by “cutting our energy 
consumption.” 

“We as a people should endure 
higher prices (for energy), as our- 
present domestic prices are far less 
than prices abroad. Increasing 
energy prices will reduce con- 
sumption, thus making a vailab le 
larger quantities for export,” he 
said. 

He said contingency planners 
also are considering rationing but 
that he prefers the increased-price 
route to lower domestic con- 


r. Abu AH indicated that the 
collapse of ofl prices also will 
cause problems for Egypt’s timely 
repayment of foreign loans and 
interest totalling more than 531 
bflfion. 

Asked if there wfll be an effect 
on Cairo’s ability to pay its debts, 
he said: 

. “I don’t think so ... but there 
may be some delay in (meeting) 
our commitments. Many countries 
are in tiie same boat.” 

Aba Dhabi adopts 
new market strategy 

Meanwhile, in major policy 
shift, Abu Dhabi has adopted 
market-related ofl prices to mai- 
ntain production levels in the face 
of rapidly dedining world 
industry sources in Abu 
said Thursday. 

The move follows similar cha- 
nges by other members of OPEC 
from official prices to ones flu- 
ctuating with the free, spot mar- 
ket 

The Abu Dhabi decision applies 
to Japanese contract customers, 
who take about 90,000 barrels per 
day (b/d), and to foreign equity 
partners in Abu Dbabf s main ofl 
companies, who lift about 
250,000 b/d. Abu Dhabi’s output 
is about 900,000 b/d. 

The emirate, one of seven mak- 
ing q) the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), had officially adhered to 
OPEC prices while granting small 
discounts to some Japanese cus- 
tomers. But Ofl Minister M ana 
Said A1 Oteiba said in November 
OPEC members had become free 
to sell their ofl at any price because 
of cheating. 

Saudi Arabia's decision last 
month to offer market-related 
deals to Japan, the UAH’s mam 
market, and the recent collapse of 
<nl prices made a new policy ess- 
ential .to maintain market share, 


the sources said. 

Abu Dhabf s chief grade, Mur- 
ban, sold for $28.15 a barrel at 
official OPEC prices but Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company has 
□ow fixed it at $24.95 for January 
liftings by Japanese term buyers, 
in line with January’s spot prices. 

Tokyo traders Thursday offered 
Muiban for as tittle as $18 a bar- 
rel, suggesting anew low price will 
be set retroactively for February. 

UAE officials have expressed 
concern that lower oil revenues 
will make government projects 
ha rder to and widen the 


at two dirhams ($545 
one-eighth of spending. 

Dubai, the second largest emi- 
rate in the UAE, has always priced 
crude oil by the spot narket. Ind- 
ustry sources said it sold a cargo 
Wednesday to a Japanese cus- 
tomer for $14.50 a barrel, nearly 
half the price of two months ago. 

EC ofl bfll may go 
down by one third 

For ti\e European Community 
(EC), a European Commission 
report published Thursday in Bru- 
ssels said that slumping oil prices 
could cut the ECs $55 billion 
anim al oil bfll by up to a third thic 
year but may ruin its efforts for 
energy independence. 

The report attempts to gauge 
the impact on European eco- 
nomies of plummeting oil prices 
—down $12 in the past month to 
about $17 per 159-titre. 

Co mmunity fmanry. ministers 
will discuss falling oil prices on 
Feb. 17, officials said. The drop 
has caused concern in Britain ana 
The Netherlands, whose gov- 
ernment incomes depend heavily 
on oil or natural gas revenues, 
they said. 

The report showed that crude 
oil prices of around $20 barrel 
would sharply reduce companies’ 
energy costs and could rarse the 
12-nathm group's economic 
growth rate to 34 per cent this 
year, compared with a 2.6 per cent 
forecast. 

Other benefits would indude an 
extra percentage point fall in inf- 
lation this year and next, and ris- 
ing employment opportunities. 
This could cut the group’s 113 per 
cent jobless rate by half a point. 

But the oil price slump also has 
a negative side for the European 
and world economy, the report 
warned. 

Ofl companies could suspend 
investment hr North Sea ofl and’ 
natural gas fields, relying instead 
on cheap imports from areas out- 
side Europe to supply Community 
markets. 

Increased Europe’s dep- 
endence on imports would reverse 
a trend started after the first ofl 
shock in 1973 when the Com- 
munity imported 62 per cent of its 
oil needs against 30 per cent 
today. 

It would also deter investment 
in energy-saving manufacturing 
techniques and could in the longer, 
term jeopardise competitiveness, 
the report said. 

Energy-saving technology has 
sparred industrial output by 25 
per cent while keeping con- 
sumption at its 1973 level, the 
report showed. 

On a global level, the report 


.iwould 

strain the international 
system by cutting the revenue ear- 
ned by oil-producing Third World 
countries with large foreign debts 
such as Mexico and Nigeria. 

Kuwaiti minister warns of 
drop to $10 a barrel 


Commenting cm the outlook for 
oil prices in the future, Kuwait’s 
Ofl and Industry Minister Ali Kha- 
lifa A1 Sabah has repeated an ear- 
lier forecast that ofl prices would 
drop to $10 a barrel unless OPEC 
and non-OPEC producers reach 
agreement. 

In an interview in Vienna pub- 
lished in Thursday's Kuwaiti daily 
A1 Watan, Sheikh Ali urged 
members of OPEC and non- 
members to reach agreement on 
production ceiling and prices. 


”1 have already said that in the 
absence of an agreement between 
OPEC and non-OPEC members, 
prices might reach $10 a barrel," 
he said. 

Sheikh Ali added: “The point I 
would like to make dear is that we 
do not want oil prices to fall by a 
single cent. On the contrary, I 
think the present prices (around 
516 a barrel) are low. But it is not 
np to us. It is all in OPECs hands. 
I believe the present price level' 
should rise." 

Libya, Iran, Algeria 
to cut price 

In Tripoli Libya, Iran and Alg- 
eria have agreed to reduce the off- 
icial price of their oil, ofl industry 
sources and diplomats said. 

There was no indication of the 
amount of the cuts, but ofl exe- 
cutives expected a decision within 


a few days. 

A communique in Thursday’s 
newspapers following a meeting in 
Tripoli between the oil ministers 
of the three producers —regarded 
as the OPEC hardliners on pricing 
— expressed their concern over 
the “unstable oil market" and dis- 
cussed ways to rectify weak prices. 

The ofl sources said Libya was 
producing 985.000 b/d of crude oil 
in the last days of January, slightly 
less than its OPEC quota of 
990,000 b/d. 

One source said that with U.S. 
storage tanks filled to capacity 
with unmarketable crude oil, 
Libya will have to “either stop 
production completely or cut the 
official price." 

Libya depends mainly on oil, 
barter agreements to pay for its 
imports and realises that these 
would not be possible at its official 
price of 529.10 to 530.40 barrel, 
the sources said. 


Sudan belittles IMF ban 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan pla- 
yed down Thursday the imp- 
ortance of an International Mon- 
etary Rind (IMF) dedsioato dec- 
lare the country ineligible for fur- 
ther loans and said it was prepared 
to keep talking with the fond. 

The IMF board took the dec- 
ision in Washington earlier last 
week after Sudan again failed to 
pay over $230 miH&n in a r rear s 
on loans now s tanding at a total of 
more ihwn $800 miffion. 

Sudanese Energy Minister 
Abdul Aziz Mousa told reporters 
tiie ineligibility would not affect 
relations with other multilateral 
and Arab financial institutions. 

Diplomats agreed Sudan could 
still draw loans from the World 
Bank and Gulf Arab funds, while 
much of its aid from Western gov- 
ernments comes in tiie form of 
grants. 

Mr. Mousa said Sudan could 
still negotiate with the IMF cm the 
terms of a new economic reform 


package which would persuade 
donors to contributeTowards the 
arrears, Hearing the way for new 
IMF drawings. 

Housing Minister Amin Makki 
Madani portrayed the IMF dec- 
ision as a temporary freezing of 
relations. "If mere is any change 
in die circumstances which led to 
this, Sudan will be ready to resume 
its dealing* with tiie fund,” he told 
reporters. 

Mr. Madani b lame d the IMF 
decision an what he described as 
the fund’s intransigence, saying 
the Sudanese government had 
done its best to reach an agr- 
eement within its means. 

Finance Minister Sidahmed 
Tayfbur flew to Washington last 
week in a last-minute attempt to 
win a reprieve by offering to pay 
off a pain of the arrears and to 
implement an austerity pro- 
gramme at home. 

The Sudanese cabinet last year 
rejected an IMF agreement neg- 


otiated by Mr. Tayfour’s pre- 
decessor on the grounds that the 
money supply restrictions were 
too tight and any further dev- 
aluation of the Sudanese pound 
was unacceptable. 

Money supply growth, foreign 
exchange policy and government 
borrowing from the banking sys- 
tem re main the mam obstacles in 
attempts to draw up an alternative 
deal, foreign economists said. 

The government last week ann- 
ounced foreign currency controls, 
import restrictions mid a new sys- 
tem of rationing' basic com- 
modities, apparently in an uns- 
uccessful attempt to show the IMF 
it was serious about reforming the 
economy. 

Sudan’s debt service ratio — the 
ratio between debt repayments 
and earnings from e x ports — has 
risen to between 150 and 300 per 
cent because of heavy borrowing 
from abroad, four years of dro- 
ught and difficulties in marketing 
cotton. 


Indian tax officials raid Bata 
in drive against black economy 


NEW DELHI (R) — Tax officials 
have raided the offices of Bata, 
India’s biggest shoe maker, in 
their latest bid to unearth some of 
tiie estimated $31 billion of und- 
eclared cash fuelling the world’s 
la rgest black eco nomy. 

Offici a ls s a id Thursday they had 
seized documents from Bata off- 
ices and factories in four cities in 
raids, but a spokesman for Bata 
denied irregularities and told Reu- 
ters the documents taken had alr- 
eady been made available to the 
government. 


The raid, the latest in a cam- 
paign launched seven months ago, 
was the first involving an Ind- 
ian company with foreign sha- 
reholdings. 

Bata In d ia , which has an annual 
turnover of more than $167 mil- 
lion, is 40 percent owned by lea- 
der of Saint Moritz, Switzerland. 


Opposition to continue 
anti-price rise protests 

Meanwhile, India’s major opp- 
osition political parties said Thu- 
rsday they would go ahead with 
planned protests against price inc- 
reases despite a slight government 
concession cn the issue. 

The government bowed to gro- 
wing public and political pressures 
Wednesday and reduced Increases 
for petroleum products first ann- 
ounced last week to meet a budget 
deficit in tiie current year of $23 
bflfion. 

Five major opposition parties 
reiterated they would organise str- 
ikes and demonstrations from 
next week. 

They said the 15 per cent rise in 
petrol, food and fertilizer prices 
would hit tiie common man. 

The increases have been den- 
ounced by all opposition parties, 
labour unions and many business 


groups. 

Under the revised hikes tiie 
price of a litre of petrol was red- 
• uced from 734 rupees (62 cents) 
to 7.43 rupees (61 oents). Before 
the increases the cost was seven 
rupees (58 cents). 

The increase in the price of ker- 
osene from 2.111 rupees (17 
rents) to 234 rupees (20 cents) a 
litre was particularly sensitive as 
the fuel is widely used in rural 
India for cooking -and lighting. 

It was reduced to 225rupees 
(19 rents) a litre. 

The Press Trust of India (PIT) 
news agency said that government 
officials acknowledged that die 
rollbacks would reduce revenue 
and that they called for self- 
restraint in the use of petroleum 
imports. 

Increases for aviation fuel will 
stand, FIT quoted the officials as 
saying. 


Peanuts 


IF THE SCHOOL BUS 
POESN'T COME PRETTY 
SOON, LETS SO HOME 




Mutt ‘iT Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



wasn't flirting with Janet! I was blinking 
hello in Morse code!" 


Andy Capp 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD DAME 
is by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fam 
four ordinary words. 
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ZEEMAC 
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SMAJET 





WHAT THAT 
PRACTICAL 
JOKER HAEP. 


Now anange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sub- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^^■■a QxD pqr QXI] 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AMUSE OPERA JARGON PARDON 

Answer What the tuba player's kids called him— 
■■OOM-PA-PA'' 
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Accidents undermine confidence 
British nuclear industry 


LONDON (Agencies) — A recent spate of accidents 
has severely undermined public confidence in Bri- 
tain’s nuclear power industry, according to pol- 
iticians and officials. 


Use latest accident this week at 
the giant Sellafield nudear rep- 
rocessing plant in northern Eng- 
land led to angry exchanges Thu- 
rsday in parliament, with both 
supporters and opponents of the 
industry criticising its safety rec- 
ord. 

"Repeated incidents at Sel- 
lafield are making it increasingly 
difficult for those of us who sup- 
port nuclear power to defend the 
industry," said Labour member 
Dale Campbell-Savours. 

The Times newspaper said that 
the nudear industry was now ope- 
rating in an atmosphere of public 
uncertainty and fear. 

"This, the latest (accident), ine- 
vitably deepens publkanxiety.lt 
cannot be buried as easily as con- 
taminated operatives’ work clo- 
thes," the newspaper said in an 
editorial. 


This week's mishap, in which a 
plutonium mist escaped from a 
pump, releasing radioactivity into 
the atmosphere and con- 
taminating some workers, was the 
seventh to occur at nudear ins- 
tallations in the past two months. 

It coincided wth publication of 
a new medical report suggesting a 
link between a nuclear plant and 
incidence of childhood leukaemia 
in the surrounding area. 

The report, in the latest issue of 
the Lancet Medical Journal, found 
that incidence of childhood leu- 
-kaemia in the vicinity of the Dou- 
nreay nudear site in Scotland was 
five times higher than the national 
average between 1979 and 1984. 

State-owned British Nudear 
Fuels (BNFL), under mounting 
pressure to improve its safety rec- 
ord, is bracing itself for the pub- 
lication next month of a par- 


liamentary inquiry into its act- 
ivities which coukl have a major 
impact cm its future. 

According to leaks to the press, 
the repent*^ be highly critkal of 
the industry and may recommend 
scrapping a £3 3 billion ($1.8 bil- 
lion} project to build a new rep- 
rocessing plant at Sellafield. 

The industry is also awaiting the 
results of a two-year public inq- 
uiry into plans to btmd a pre- 
ssurised water reactor at Strewell 
on the east England coast, which 
has aroused bitter local opp- 
osition. A similar inquiry into 
plans to build a new plant at Dou- 
is scheduled to begin in 


An official of state-owned 
BNFL said Thursday night that 
tests showed that two workers at 
the world's largest nudear rep- 
rocessing plant were con- 
tammated by a leak of radioactive 
plutonium nitrate. 


But Jim Goote, a health and saf- 
ety manager at the acrid ent- 
plagued Sellafield plant said the 
degree of contamination revealed 
by tests on nasal mucus was so 
small that it was rally “at or about 
the limit of detection." 


BNFL officials say they have 
mounted a big public relatiore 
offensive aimed at shoring up pub- 
lic confidence. 

“It is an ongoing campaign in 
'which absolute victory may evade 
us but where the real success lies in 
the avoidance of defeat,” Cor- 
porate Affairs Director Harold 
Bolter said. 


Mr. Coote said more tests 
would be carried out to determine 
if either of the two workers had 
plutonium in their bodies but that 
the results of the further tests 
would not be known for some 
weeks. 


He said the level detected in the 
nose tests involving samples taken 
by swab was so small that it was 
"most unlikely there was a Teal 
intake of plutonium. But even if 
there was, die level of intake 
would be veiy s mall ” 


Panel opens Challenger disaster probe 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
co mmiss ion appointed by Pre- 
sident Reagan to investigate the 
shuttle Challenger disaster was to 
get a classified briefing at the 
White House and then consider 
how to proceed with its inquiry. 

The 12-member co mission, 
much includes Sally Ride, the first 
American woman in space, and 
Neil Armstrong, the first man to 
walk on the moon, has been given 
four months to report but officials 
said the investigation couJd take 
longer. 

The co mmissio n began its work 

heard space programme officials 
acknowledge they were uneasy 
about going ahead with the doo- 
med Jan. 28 launch because of 
freezing weather at Cape Can- 
averal. Florida. 

But the officials of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Adm- 
inistration (NASA) said they were 
doubtful the weather was a factor 
causing Challenger to explode 
moments after launch, Iriffing five 
men and two women . astronauts. 


“We are not ruling out anything 
at this point in time," said NASA 
Associate Administrator Jesse 
Moore, who said the space agency 
was forming a “devil’s advocate 
team" to look at possible accident 
scenarios. 

He said investigators were con- 
centrating on the right ride boo- 
ster rocket but wopid need enh- 
anced photographic evidence to 

S oint the exact cause 1 of the 
osioo. 

Space experts have closely 
examined a photograph showing a 
finger of white-hot flame leaking 
from the right side rocket seconds 
before the bElion-dollar spa- 
cecraft exploded. 

A leading theory is that a small 
leak burned through the shuttle's 
external fuel tank setting off nea- 
rly 500,000 gallons of hydrogen 
and oxygen. 

Another NASA official, Arnold 
Aldrich, told the commission That 
there was no way the crew could 
have scuttled their mission and 
returned safely to earth. 

"For the first two minutes of the 


flight, there is no practical way to 
abort,” he said. 

Meanwhile, search crews were 
to try again to home in cn an obj- 
ect situated in MOO feet (350 
metres) of water off the Florida 
coast and believed to be part of die 
right-side booster rocket. Salvage 
operations were hampered Thu- 
rsday by choppy seas and stormy 
weather. 


Chi Thursday night, a television 
network aired a photograph itsaid 
came from a coast guard searcher, 
showing a white, striped helmet 
similar to those worn by the ast- 
ronauts. 


Space agency offi cials refused 
comment, saying they would not 
provide any confirmation on whe- 
ther astronaut’s remains or per- 
sonal effects had been found. 

In another development Thu- 
rsday, Senator Jake Gam, who 
took part in a shuttle mission last 
year, said in Washington that a 
private fund had been established 
to raise money to replace Cha- 
llenger. 


Britain to push ahead 
with new shuttle craft 


LONDON (R) —-Britain has dec- 
ided to push ahead with the dev- 
elopment of a revolutionary space 
craft which it believes could com- 
pete with the United States into 
the 21 st century, government off- 
icials have said. 

The officials said the U.S. shu- 
ttle disaster had given new imp- 
etus to the project to build a coxn- 
mertiaj space vehicle that could 
be til launch satellites and cany 
passengers. 

After months of delay, the 
Trade Ministry Wednesday, aut- 
horised a £3 million ($4.1 million) 
“proof cf concept” study for the 
new craft, known as Hotol (Hor- 
izontal Takeoff and Landing). 

The craft, designed by British 
Aerospace (BAE) over tile past 
two years, is conceived as a 
smgle-stage, rel au och ab le, unm- 
anned vehicle that could take off 
from a conventional runway, go 
into orbit and land again. 

“People now realise that the 
.shuttle wasn't optimised to launch 
satellites. Statistically, eventually 
one of them had to fall," said John 
Humby of BAE’s Space Division. 

He said the Hotol concept was 
similar to President Reagan’s ' 
“Orient Express” project, ann- 
ounced in his state of the union 
address earlier this week. 


“Bnt we have a significant 1659' 
in development thanks to a bre- 
akthrough on research into the 
engine achieved by Rolls Royce,” 
he said. 

The air-breathing propulsion 
system would use liquid hydrogen 
and air taken from the atm- 
osphere, drastically reducing fuel 
weight and making possible a lau- 
nch from a conventional runway 
into orbit 

At a later stage, the system 
might be adapted to cany pas- 
sengers at five times the speed erf 
round, from Britain to Australia in 
one hour. 

According to BAE, the project 
will cost about £500 mOHoa ($700 
mMon). But the end result will be 
a system that could launch sat- 
ellites at half the cost of the UJS. 
shuttle by the turn of the century. 

BAE officials believe that the 
European Space Industry will face 
a turning point in about two years 
when it will have to decide on a 
satellite launcher to follow die 
Ariane 4 rocket. 

“It is unlikely that a system like 
die Ariane which operates by thr- 
owing away its components in 
flight will compete successfully 
with a greatly-improved, second- 
generation shuttle,” a company 
spokesman said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
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GET YOUR SIGNALS STRAIGHT 


Bolh vulnerable. South deala. 
NORTH 

♦ J974 
C AQJ 
0 J5 

♦ QJ96 

EAST 
+ 1085 
710532 
0 Q 109743 
♦ Void 


.WEST 
+ AKQ32 

7>e 

0 AK86 
* 1083 


SOUTH 

+ 6 

7K9874 

0 2 

♦ AK7542 

The bidding; 
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Opening lead: King of +. 


That defense is the moat difficult 
part of bridge has often been stress- 
ed in this column. Lest you think 
lhat East- West were a pair of tyros, 
lot us hasten to assure you that 
they had represented their country 
in world championship play. 

There is something inelegant 
about allowing the opponents to 
play in z game contract when your 
side can claim a slam in another 
suit. Perhaps West would have 


been better placed had he elected to 
double at his first turn, since he was 
strong enough to bid his spade suit 
thereafter. However, we don't see 
why he should choose to double four 
hearts. Even worse, though, is that 
fact that East-West failed to defeat 
the opposing game. 

West led the king of spades and 
East followed with the five. West 
shifted to a confusing eight of clubs 
and East ruffed. But now East tried 
to reach his partner with a spade. 
Declarer ruffed, drew trumps and 
made bis contract even though be 
still had to lose a diamond. 

We can't understand East's 
defense. Since West almost surely 
had a five-card spade suit for his 
overcall, the spade return was 
futile. All he had to do was return a 
diamond to get another club ruff for 
down one. That would have sal- 
vaged a considerable amount, for in 
the other room North-South were 
allowed to buy the hand at five 
clubs, just making. 

West could have made life slight- 
ly easier for his partner had he 
shifted to hia lowest dub. In these 
circumstances that would have to 
be a suit preference signal for the 
lower-ranking suit, in this case 
diamonds. Still we would apportion 
the lion's share of the blame for not 
defeating the contract to East. 


Wellington 
to reexamine 
Rainbow 
Warrior files 


WELLINGTON (R) —New Zea- 
land police said Friday they win 
reexamine files on the bombing of 
Greenpeace protest ship Rainbow 
Warrior after a French magazine 
said it had new evidence on last 
year’s . Paris-ordered sabotage. 

Auckland Police chief Assistan t 
Commissioner Brian Davies toki 
Reuters detectives would review a 
huge file of evidence following all- 
egations in the weekly Paris Match 
that the explosives used to rink the 
converted trawler were carried to 
New Zealand on the French fre- 
ighter Helene Dehnas. 

Mr. Davies said the magazine’s 
allegations dashed with forensic 
evidence of explosive traces on tiie 
charter yacht Ouvea which bro- 
ught three French intdhgence 
agents to Auckland as part of the 
sabotage squad. ' 

The freighter was an early tar- 
get in tile police hunt after the 
Greenpeace ship was bombed and 
sunk at its Auckland dockside 
mooring on July 10. 

“We searched the Helene Del- 
mas and interviewed the master 
and crew and found nothing to 
support this, but we can't exclude 
the possBritity ” he said. 

‘‘But we have to remember that 

culatiottwfife our case to date^^ 
been built on real evidence 

Paris admitted in September 
that it ordered its secret service, 
DGSE, to rink the Rainbow War- 
rior before it could lead a protest 
against nuclear-testing in French 
Polynesia. 


New Zealand arrested and jai- 
led two agents for their role in the 
operation and issued warrants for 
the arrests of three othter who 
crewed the Ouvea. 

Mr. Davies said the new inquiry 
would not reopen the case against 
Dominique Pneur and Alain Maf- 
art who were sentenced to 10 
years in jail after admitting sab- 
otage and manslaughter charges. 

Mr. Davies said the Paris Match 
account made “no difference wha- 
tsoever” to the police case against 
the pair. 

Paris Match said an unidentified 
businessman living in New Zea- 
land had collected and passed the 
mines to the sabotage team — a 
role previously though 1 to have 
been taken by Prieur and Mafart. 

Nff. Davies said Friday police 
had never ruled out the preribilily 
that the 20394-ton freighter had 
been involved in the operation. 

The only real link was that the 
container ship was French and in 
the harbour at foe time of the 
bombing, he added. 




Kennedy, 
Gorbachev 
hold talks 


MOSCOW (R) — US. Senator 
Edward Kennedy is believed to 
have raised a number of Human 
rightscases during a Kremlin mee- 
ting with Soviet leader Mdchafl 
Gorbachev, according to Western 
diplomats. 

His talks Thursday came during 
a day in which he praised 
internally-exiled dissiden t Andrei 
Sakharov in a speech to the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, of which the 
physicist and Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate is still a member. 

The Massachusetts Democrat, 
visiting Moscow privately, has 
avoided talking to the press. But 
Western diplomats said they bel- 
ieved Human rights issues figures 
in die talks with Mr. Gorbachev, 
indudhu; die cases of several rel- 
atives cflLS. citizens denied per- 
mission to leave foe Soviet Union. 

Sen. Kennedy is expected to 
make a statement on his return to 
the United States Saturday. 

A TASS News Agency report of 
the talks said opinions were exc- 
hanged on the need for better 
US. -Soviet understanding based 
on recognition of foe principle of 
non-interference in each others’ 
internal affairs. 

Moscow has in the past rejected 
Western criticism about tinman 
rights as meddling. 

for a w^^^^use oFfoe^U^! 
space shuttle disaster, takes (dace 
as East and West await a spy swap. 

TASS quoted Mr. Gorbachev as 
telling Sea. Remedy that his 
Geneva summit with Resident 
Reagan in November had created 
the conditions for rectifying sup- 
erpower relations but the next 
U.S.-Saviet summit would have to 
produce concrete results. 


1 dies 
as wall 
collapses 
on Pope’s 


route 


TRICHUR, India (R)— One per- 
son was killed and 18 were injured 
when a wall collapsed on the road 
Pope John Paul took to a prayer 
service here Friday. 

Police told Reuters the accident 
happened just 10 minutes before 
foe papal motorcade passed by 


ended by 300,000 people two kil- 
ometres away. 

The Press Trust of India news 
agency said a compound wall gave 
way as the crowd scrambled over it 

to escape a charging bufl, A pofice 

spokesman could not confirm this. 

It was the first death reported 
among the crowds, some up to one 
million strong, which have greeted 
the Pope on his 10-<iay tour of 
India. 

The dead person, a 52-year-old 
woman, was not named. 

The accident did not disrupt the 
Pope’s tri umphant entry into Ker- 
ala state, the heartland of Tmtian 
Catholicism. 

He arrived on the seventh day 
of his hectic tour, travelling from 
tiie former Portuguese territory of 
Goa to Kerala wmch has four mo- 
tion Catholics, about 35 per cent 
of those in India. 

The Pontiff blessed 152 
newly-wed couples aged from 18 
to 25 in Tridhur on a dusty field 
framed by tall coconut palms. 

The service was celebrated near 
the area where St Thomas the 
Apostie is said to have tended on 
tire shores of India in 52 AJD. 

in Cochin, hundreds of tho- 
usands of people were gathering 
for an afternoon at Kerala state’s 
largest industrial complex. 

Since the Pope moved into the 
Indian countryside five days ago 
he has drawn audiences of up to a 
. millio n people a day in app- 
earances which have rivalled the 
most popular of Indian politicians. 

ForthePotish Pope it was a jou- 
rney back in time to Christianity’s 
roots in India and to foe ere of 
explorers like Vasco Da Gama 
who opened up the spice route 
around the Cape Qf Good Hope. 


West Berlin prepares 
for major spy swap 


WEST BERLIN (R) — Pre- 
parations for a major East- West 
spy swap intensified in West Ber- 
lin Friday amid diplomatic spe- 
culation that U.S. and Soviet aut- 
horities could turn foe handover 
into a dramatic media operation. 

A UJS. official in charge of sec- 
urity m West Berim Friday visited 
the Giieoicke Bridge, scene of 
past secret handovers, and walked 
to its central tine marking West 
Berlin from East Germany, 

He and three other U.S. off- 
icials stood for about five minutes 
inspecting foe frozen faavel wat- 
erway below and its West Berlin 
bank. 

Western allied sources said they 
were also viewing other crossings 
to West Berlin from surrounding 
Communist territory. 

The inspection came as dozens 
of journalists and television crews 
gathered here with mobile homes 
and telephone lines. 

O fficials of the U.S. mission, 
which still holds sovereign powers 
in West Berlin under post- World 
War II occupation agreements, 
refused to confirm or deny press 
reports that foe swap, involving 
jailed Soviet dissident Anatoly 
Shc haransky , would take place on 
the bridge on Tuesday. 

Western allied sources said that 


if foe exchange took place here it 
would almost certainly be con- 
trolled by U.S. security forces. 
West Berlin police would play 
only a back-up-role. 

West Berlin is still divided for- 
mally into foe British, US. and 
French sectors allotted to the vic- 
torious powers in 1945, though a 
civilian democratically-elected 
West Beilin government conducts 
everyday administration. 

One affied official, reflecting 
the view of many diplomats here, 
said he believed the swap amid be 

held in the glare of publicity as a 
demonstration of East- West coo- 
peration. 

“It seems to me both sides want 

publicity from this. The fact tint it 

was leaked in the first place sug- 
gests there are those who don’t 
want it carried out in the dead of 
nigh t, as if s happened before,” 
one allied diplomat said. 

Some officials, though, argued 
that the security problems posed 
by a media spectacle could be too 
great. 

News of the swap first broke in a 
report by the Bild newspaper qeo-, 
ting Soviet sources. The East 
German authorities took the ■nti- 
sual step of coofirxnmg the swap, 
suggesting publicity interest on 
the Eastern side. 


French police 
of force after 


make show 
bombings 


PARIS (R) —French police have 
mounted a major show of force 
after a series of bombings in an 
attemp t to calm foe public and 
deter a repeat of attacks. 

More man 2,500 extra police 
are patrolling the French capital, 
stren gthenin g a force already plar 
ced on emergency alert in res- 
ponse to three bomb attacks ear- 
lier this week. 

“France is under attack: and it 
will defend itself,” Interior Min- 
ister Pierre Joxe said Thursday 
after visiting a shop where nine 
people were injured in a bomb 
attack on Wednesday night. 

The bombing, the thud at a 
crowded public place within 48 
hours, brought to 21 the total 
nuihber of people hurt A fourth 
bomb was round and defused on 


top of the Eiffel Tower os Mon- 
day. 

Paris Thursday reverberated to 
the sound erf sirens as police cars 
and fire trucks raced to some 100 
faiw alarms. 


Thousands were evacuated 
from public buikimgs, mrinrfing 
the Pars Opera House, a Latin 
quarter tmderground station and 
the office of foe newspaper France 
Soir. Police destroyed a suspicious 
pnrJragt* with a controlled exp- 
losion bat no bombs were found. 


Friday is the start of school hol- 
idays, one erf the busiest periods 
for travel, and train stations, air- 
ports and other public places' were 
thronged with police carrying out 
spot identity checks and body sea- 
rches. 


Press reports plot to kill Museveni 


NAIROBI, Kenya (Agencies) — 
A member of the Ugandan mil- 
itary government ousted by Yow- 
eri Museveni's guerrillas last week 
ordered a helicopter gmaship to 
bombard Mr. Museveni's pre- 
sidential swearing-in ceremony, a 
Nairobi newspaper reported Fri- 
day. 

The Standard, an independent 
daily, quoted officers of Mus- 
eveni's National Resistance Army 
(NRA) as saying they learned of 
the assassmation plot from foe hel- 
icopter pilot, who reportedly tur- 
ned back when he reached the 
outskirts of the Ugandan capital, 
Kampala. 

According to the newspaper 
account, foe former Armed for- 


ces Chief Lt.- Gen. Baritio Oke- 
lto, ordered a captain and sergeant 
tofly a heticoptmgunshpi over foe 
parliament building m. Kampala 
on Jan. 29 and bomb the steps 
where Mr. Museveni was being 
sworn in as president. 

The pilot said he took off from 
tiie northern town of Gulu, where 
Gen . OkeUo is betieved to be org- 
anising resistance to Mr. Mus- 
eveni, then flew dose to Kampala 
before turning back, the Standard 
said. It said he landed foe hel- 
icopter at Nakasongola, about 115 
kilometres north erf Kampala, and 
was soon captured by the NRA. 
Since capturing Kampala on 


purauingseveral thousand soldiers 
of the ousted military junta who 
fled to their tribal homelands in 
tike north. 


In a radio broadcast to mark foe 
fifth anniversary of tiie founding 
of the NRA guerrilla group, Mr. 
Museveni said the soldiers were 
retreating from an NRA advance 
from foe south when they com- 
mitted tire murders. 

The NRA took the eastern town 
of Mbale on Sunday. 


Jan. 25, the NRA has taken con- 
trol of southern Uganda and is 


Reports reaching Kampala 
from the batdefront said the NRA 
was now marching on Soroti in the 
east and was also bombarding 
Gulu. foe northern home base of 
Gen. Tito Okello. 


Troops from eight NATO 
states to train in Norway 


GESTEAU, Belgium (AP) — 
About 20,000 troops from eight 
NATO nations are to participate 
in a month-long training exercise 
in northern Norway starting next 
week, NATO said Friday. 

The exercise, code named 
“Anchor Express,” is designed to 
train Norwegian forces, allied rei- 
nforcements and NATO’s mul- 
tmational mobile strike force 
under whiter conditions. 

The manoeuvres, to be com- 
bined with a Norwegian national 
army exercise called “Flotex” will 
be held in the Norcfland and 
Trams areas of northern Norway 
from Feb. 15 to March 18. 

Britifo t Ga! n Sir Geoffrey Hew- 
lett, newly appointed chief com- 


mander of affied. forces m nor- 
thern Europe; Norwegian Lt. 
Gen. Ulf Berg, commander of all- 
ied fences in northern Norway; 
and Canadian Maj. Gen. Andrew 
Christie, commander of 
Command Europe's mobile strike 
force, known officially as the Ace 
Mobile Force. 

In announcing tiie manoeuvres, 
NATO’s Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers Europe said the tra- 
ining would “improve the combat 
effectiveness of all participating 
forces” and “demonstrate NATO 
solidarity and risk-sharing.” 

The participating troops are' 
from Canada, West Germany, 
Italy, Norway, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Britain and the Uni- 
ted States. 


Colombo rejects Tamil 
request on ethnic solution 


COLOMBO (R) — A demand by 
Tamils that Sri Lanka's north and 
east be merged into one region 
was the biggest obstacle in the sea- 
rch for a solution to the country’s 
ethnic conflict, a government min- 
ister said Friday. 

The main Tamil political party, 
the Tamil United Liberation 
Front (rULF), .has asked for a 
merger of northern and eastern 
provinces saying they are the tra- 
ditional homeland of the minority 
co mmunit y. 

National Security Minister Lal- 
ifo Afoulathmudali told a news 
conference the government was 


not prepared to grant the demands 
for a separate state or the merger 


of the provinces. 

Mr. Athulatiunudali said any 
solution to the conflict b e tween 
majority Sinhalese and Tamfls had 
to be worked out on the baas of a 
united Sri Lanka. 

He restated that the gov- 
ernment’s aim was to find a pol- 
itical solution while tackling gue- 
rrillas on the military front. 

“We are quite prepared to con- 
tinue riisnusin ns f ormally or inf- 
ormally because we do not wish to 
accept failure in the peace pro- 
cess,” Mr. AthiilfttHmnHaK said. 

“Despite everything, I think the 
initiative (for discussions) could 
come from India because they are 
the people who can talk to botir 
sides directly.” 


New {evidence leads to release of convicted ‘baby killer' 


DARWIN (R) — Lindy Cha- 
mberlain, jaited for life for the kil- 
ling cf her baby daughter, was set 
free Friday night after a week of 
stunning new developments in 
Australia’s most sensational cri- 
minal case. 

Chamberlain, 37, left prison 
here after authorities in foe cou- 
ntry’s Northern Territory ann- 
ounced a new probe into the case. 

Chamberlain eluded newsmen 
and went into hiding but her hus- 
band Michael, a Seventh Day 
Adventist preacher, said in a brief 
statement he was thrilled and del- 
ighted. 

Chamberlain’s release 5V!z 
years after her daughter Azaria 
went missing follows this week’s 
discovery of a baby’s tattered jac- 
ket near Ayers Rock where she 
claimed the diSd was taken by a 

'^Sariem < Ttanitory Attorney- 
Genera] Marshall Perron said 
Chamberlain's identification in 
jail that foe jacket was Azaria’s 
was a crucial factor in her release. 

But he told news mm tiie rel- 


ease did not recognise her inn- 
ocence. “Mrs. Chamber! aia’s rel- 
ease at this time was done in order 
that she might property have acc- 
ess to legal advisers to prepare 
for the inquiry.” 

He added that Chamberlain, a 
mother of three other children, 
would remain free irrespective of 
the outcome of the new inquiry by 
top judkaaiy. 


Police were co n t aini ng their 
search of the site at Ayers Rock in 
arid central Australia where the 
jacket was found, watched by the 
Chamberlains’ lawyer and a Mel- 
bourne University pathologist 
who gave evidence for them at foe 
trial. 


Chamberlain, who spent about 
three years in jail, and her hus- 
band, who received an 18-month 
suspended sentence, had mai- 
ntamed their innocence during a 
marathon court battle. 

Her parents, who campaigned 
unceasingly to get a pardon for 
their dau ghter , told reporters they 


were overwhelmed by the news 

but said that they would still figjit 

to get her name cleared com- 
pletely. 

“Wenevex let go, we have never 

drafoted that Godwoukl bring this 
out right in the end,” her mother 
Mavis Murchison said from her 
New South Wales home. 


Professor Vernon Phtckhaan. 
said another new finding of a no- 
thing label bearing tne brand 
name which Qiarnhwlain mM 
on the jacket Azaria wore lent fur- 
ther audibility to her innocence 
claim. 

Neither baby Azaria or the 
murder weapon were ever found 
and theprosecution could provide 
no motive for foe billing Rm foe 
court found Lindy Chamberlain 
guilty of slitting tire baby’s throat 
and all appeals to hkher courts 
foiled. 


Pluekhaan said the finds* of 
the jacket and the label con- 
tradicted prosecution evidence. 

Poltee stumbled on the new evi- 
dence while combing the area near 
Australia's famous monolithic 
rock after the death fall of a Bri- 
tish tourist.'. 

Campaigners seeking Cha- 
mberl am’s release said that she 
had maint a ined in jail that a mew 
inqufry into the case was more 
important to her than freedom. 

She is more concerned wifo get- 
ting her name cleared,” according 
to Bob Coffins, the Northern Ter- 
ritory opposition leader, who has 
long battled f 


for her release. 


it would take sometime before the 
aquhy starts sitting and several 
months before it hmtk down te 


The prosecution had diMnkafyi 
her claim that nine-week-old Aza- 
ria was wearing a white jacket 


The new chapter m the case 
guarantees that it win continue to 


.from a campsite near Ayers Rock 
in August 1980. 


No other criminal case has att- 
racted as much publicity, sparked 
so marry rumours and 
and triggered so many theories. 


Bad cheques fire 
m ost common crime 
in Sharjah 


ABUDHABI (R)— Bad Cheques 
are the most common cruse in the 
Emirate of Shariah, is the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), local new- 

r^PbScTas having told a newj 
conference 70 per cent of com- 
plaints lodged with Sharjah Police 
concerned cheques without foods. 
“Never a day passes without som- 
eone complaining to us about a 
bad cheque.' 1 he said. He Named- 
the economic situation, lack of 
prosecution of offenders arid lib- 
eral hanking practices. In many 
cases, the cinques were post- 
dated and the culprit bad time to 
leave the country, he said. 


Swiss to host 
next Pen Congress 


LUGANO, Switzerland (R) — 
The lakeside town of Lugano wffl 
play host to next year’s Pen Con- 
gress of the world's leading poets/ 
authors and playwrights,- a spo- 
kesman for the local Author’s 
Federation has said. The theme of 
the meeting, to be hekl eatty next 
, will be foe literature of those 


ng near national borders. Eve- 
nts wffl take pi ace bore and in nea- 


rby Ascona and Engadine. Aro- 
und 700 leading writers attended 
foe last congress, held in New 
York in January. 


Youth decapitates 
vktim in ritual 
murder 


CARACAS (R) — A youth erf 
Chinese origin has admitted dec- 
apitating a 75-year ok! mad and 
piaring parts ofins body ona stiver 
platter m a supposed Chinese rit- 
ual earlier this week, police has 
said. Cen-Yan Liu. 27, enteredfoe 
old man’s room .above a Chinese 
restaurant in east Caracas, dec- 
apitated him, ami placed the hegd 
and fingers of his left hand oat 
silver platter bordered by cho- 
psticks. He was about to addi be 
fingers erf the right hand when nje 
victim’s sou arrived and called & 
police. The yough later told rep- 
orters through an interpreter that 
he acted because of an oriental- 
style picture in the restaurant 
where he worked, sbowingtttjgei 
and a dragon. According to his 
cult, which police were unable to 
identify, the two animals must be 
separated by sacrificing tye pic- 
ture’s owner. 


Judge calls ‘ugly . 
girl 9 to rape victim 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — A 
judge has asked not to be assigned 
rape cases because of an uproar 
over his ealting an alleged victim, 
“foe ugliest gfri I have ever seen” 
and his refusal to convict her all- 
eged attacker of rape. Judge Ber- 
nard Avellmo provoked a storm 
when the Philadelphia Inquirer 
week ret 


newspaper last week reported he 
found Vincent Bove guilty of ass- 
ault but not of rape. Idling tiie 
defendant: “This was an una- 
ttractive girl and you are a good- 
looking fellow. You did something 
to hex which was stupid.” The 
paper said Aveflino, without teT 
bug the prosecutor, reduced the 
sentence he had given Bove in 
open court. The original sentence 
was three to 24 months in prison, 
but the judge changed it to time 
Bove had already served — 30 
days. When interviewed by the 
paper about his change of mind in 
the 1984 case, Aveflino said the 


and tiie victim’s recall was faulty! 

Knife-wielding gi rling 
passenger surrenders ■ 


DALLAS (R) — - A knife- 
wielding passenger held 232 peo- 
ple hostage aboard an airtmer on 
foe ground here but was per- 
suaded to release them after two. 
hours by police, an' airline spo- 
kesman said. None of the 221 pas- 
sengers and Z1 crew members od 
board the Delta Air LinefTristar 
was injured in tiie incident. The. 
passenger had threatened .to inj- 
ure amale flight attendant unless 
certain demands were met, a 
Delta spokesman aaM. The dah- 


-uus uui aomL L/eaa £ 

kesman BUI -Jackson said the 
senger, identified as Ralph Hug- 
hes erf Fort Lauderdale, ff Vy r™,.. 
accosted tiie fBgirt attendants the 
pane taxied into Dallas-Feat 
Worth In ternational Ahpn ff. The 
hijacker' demanded to talk- 'wife 
federal Aviation Admhiistration 
(FAA) o ffic ials , Jackson saftJJbal 
ms exact demands were jflPt 
kapwtt. An FBI ^e fe g n M L ls & 
authorities convinced tire^man to 2 
free afl the passenger* anctFBL 
agents a r re s ted Hughes. 'V 
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